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Mr Loxp, 


N application to your Lordſhip for redreſs of 

X grievances, for the correction of abuſes, or 
relief from the various oppreſſions that diſgrace. 
the eccleſiaſtical adminiſtration of the dioceſe of 
Bangor, may appear, on the firſt view, to be a- 
ſimple and hopeleſs reſource : but men, my Lord, 
whoſe conſciences do not check them in doing 
wrong, or in ſanctioning the miſdoings of others; 
though deaf to private remonſtrance, are ſome- 
times brought to a ſenſe of duty, and their re- 
formation effected, by a public addreſs. I can- 
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not ſuppoſe your Lordſhip to be ſo proud, ſo ob- 
ſtinate, or ſo indifferent to public opinion, as to 


perſevere in, or patroniſe errors, abuſes, innova- 


tions, or oppreſſions in the adminiſtration of your 
office, or in any part of your conduct, that ſhall 
be demonſtrated to be inconfiflent with your 
epiſcopal character, or to be offenfive and inju- 
rious to the clergy and people of your dioceſe. 


Some perſons about your Lordſhip may deem 
the humble repreſentation and remonſtrance of 
an obſcure individual, on ſubjects of general i im- 
portance and concern, to be officious and imper- 
tinent; and may endeavour to impreſs your Lord- 
ſhip with the ſame opinion: for thoſe who poſſeſs 
the confidence of the great, and are put in au- 
thority under them, are commonly (and J be- 
lieve for very good reaſons) the moſt forward to 
oppoſe their reformation. But though it rarely 
happen in matters of public concern, that any 
body troubles himſelf with what is every body's 
buſineſs, it would be an inſult to your Lordſhip 
to imagine you ſo deſtitute of candour, conde- 
ſcenſion, and good ſenſe, as to be offended, if 
in any caſe that regards yourſelf it ſhould hap- 
pen otherwiſe. I ſhall, therefore, exerciſe the 
right I poſſeſs, as a member of the religious 
community over which you preſide, to repreſent 
to your Lordſhip the innovations, extortions, and 
abuſes, through which the good - will and eſteem 
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ef your clergy have been alienated, and the mur- 
murs of diſcontent and reſentment excited in 
every corner of your dioceſe. 


That very unfavourable ſentiments are enter- 
tained of your Lordſhip throughout the ſee of 
Bangor, is a fact of which you have received 
ſtrong and unequivocal intimations;* yet, no 
ſymptom of a diſpoſition to conciliate the affec- 
tions of the native clergy, or the pariſhes commit- 
ted to their charge, has ever been diſcovered. in 
any public or private ad of your adminiſtration. 


No man of ſenſe or feeling is indifferent to 
public opinion; and unleſs your conſecra- 
tion hath inſpired you with the conceit of infal- 
libility, you muſt be conſcious that the ſyſtem 
you have purſued is oppreſſive and illegal, and 
that your demeanor towards the people and 
clergy of the ſee of Bangor doth not accord with 


*The moſt virulent and illiberal abuſe of the country and its 
inhabitants is the conſtant ſubject with which ſtrangers, who ca- 
ſually viſit at the palace of Bangor, are entertained. The clergy 
of the dioceſe, with very few exceptions, are repreſented as a 
fet of baſe, ungrateful wretches, becauſe they refuſe to allow 
the duty of canonical obedience to be extended to the diſpoſal of 
their votes and intereſt in the election of knights and burgeſſes to 
ſerve in parliament. Theſe facts being generally known, it is 
no wonder the people and clergy of the dioceſe embrace every 
opportunity of returning the compliment to their Biſhop, 
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the notions of paſtoral duty which the benefi- 


cence of your pious and reverend predeceſſors to- 


ward their anceſtors hath . impreſſed on their 


minds. 
| % 


The people of Wales, my Lord, ak brave, 


generous, and hoſpitable; proud of their anti- 


quity, and tenaciouſly attached to their language. 


Secluded generally from the purſuits of com- 


merce, and uncorrupted by the vices which are - 


inſenfibly acquired in a more extenſive intercourſe 
with the world, they difplay an amiable ſimpli- 


city in their manners, and are ſtrongly inclined 


to religion. 


The value of ſuch ſubjects has been well un- 
derſtood by the legiſlature in former reigns, and 
ſpecial privileges or indulgences have been granted 
for their ſpiritual welfare and gratification. —- 
Many of your pious predeceſſors, and other dig- 
nitaries of the church of Bangor, have manifeſted 
this ſpecies of zeal, by erecting ſchools and ſemi- 


naries for the better inſtruction of poor mens“ 


children within the dioceſe; and for the education 
of ſcholars whoſe maintenance and further edu- 
cation were liberally provided for in the College 
of Jeſus, in the Univerfity of Oxford; that a 


ſucceſſion of fit perſons to ſerve in the miniſtry 
might not be wanting, 


To 
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To inſure the right application of the funds 
appropriated to the ſupport of theſe inſtitutions, 
their pious founders and benefactors (judging 
from the purity and integrity of their own hearts, 
and incapable, therefore, of ſuſpedting that the 
facred offices of the church might, in proceſs of 
time, be filled by men who would be leſs zea- 
lous in promoting learning and Chriftian know- 
ledge among the people committed to their 
charge) configned the care and management of 
them to the Biſhop, Dean, and Chapter of the 
fee of Banger, for the time being; and (under 
proper reſtrictions) to their ſucceſſors for ever. — 
Nor have theſe matters (though ſo little regarded 


by modern prelates) been wholly — even 


in eccleſiaſtical legiſlation, 


| The canons, conſtitutions, articles, and ſacred 
offices of the church, preſcribe rules for your 


conduct in the exercife of your function; and 


direct your conſcience in beſtowing benefices and 


other eccleſiaſtical offices appending to your pal: 


toral charge; of which you were inveſted only. 
with official patronage, as the natural and proper 


guardian of the rights and PR of your 
clergy. 


It 57 not neceſſary to the purpoſe of your Lord- 
ſhip's reformation, to charge you with wilful and 
corrupt violation of theſe laws; or to alledge un- 
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_ worthy motives for your deviations from the fun- 


damental documents of the charitable inſtitutions 
of which likewiſe you are only the official guardiar: 
and protector: for whether the violations com- 
mitted in the one caſe, or the deviations in re- 
ſpect to the other, have been the reſult of deli- 
beration and deſign, or have ariſen merely from 
your ignorance that any ſuch laws or documents 
exiſt, the effect is the ſame; and the neceſſity of 
a change in your epiſcopal adminiſtration alike 
incumbent upon you, in either caſe. I ſhall, 
therefore, proceed, without ceremony, to repre- 
fent to your Lordſhip what I conceive to be cen- 
ſarable, or illegal in your paſt conduct; and, by 
adducing the authorities upon which my opinion 
is ſounded, to preclude in future the plea or pre- 
tence of ignorance, if my appeal to your reaſon, 
your feelings, and your conſcience, ſhould be 
without effect. 


The Engliſh Government, from che conqueſt 
of Wales by the firſt Edward, to its union with 
England, in the 27th of Harry the Eighth, em- 
ployed all the means that policy or power could 
deviſe, to induce the native Cambrians to adopt 
the tanguage of their conquerors; and even the 
act of union, which ought in reafon to have re- 
laxed the ſeverities of conqueſt, contains claufes 
which indicated a fixed determination to aboliſh: 
the Britiſh language. It was thereby enacted 

«© That 
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« That the ſeſſions and other courts ſhould be 
*« held in the Engliſh tongue; that oaths, afh- 
* davits, and wagers of law, ſhould be in that 
* tongue; and alſo, that no perſon or perſons 
« that uſed the Welch ſpeech or language thould 
% have or enjoy any manner of office or fees 
c within the realm of England, or Wales, or 
*« other of the king's dominions, on pain of for- 
« feiting ſuch office or fees, unleſs they uſed or 
C exerciſed the Engliſh ſpeech.” 


But this ſevere and inſulting preclufion (infi- 
nitely more adapted to fruſtrate than to promote 
its profeſſed object) ſucceeded no better than the 
fruitleſs attempts of preceding governments, to 
change, or corrupt the native language of the 
principality. The patriotic pride and ſpirit of our 
anceſtors preſerved this venerable proof of abo- 
riginal defcent, which gave a dignity and pre- 
eminence to their national character, that excited 
the envy of their haughty conquerors. I: they 
had been leſs tenacious of their language, or leſs 
zealous in tranſmitting it uncorrupted to poſterity, 
the cauſe of my addreſſing you might never have 
exiſted. The interior natives, like thoſe on the 
borders of the principality, might have ſo blended 
the Engliſh language with their own, or acquired 
ſuch knowledge of it, as to prevent the neceſlity of 
any ſpecial proviſion for the promulgation or ob- 
ſervance of any act of the legiſlature, which con- 


cerned 
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cerned the principality of Wales, in common only 


with other ſubjects of the realm: and conſequently 


the act of uniformity would have had its intended 
effect without ſubjecting the conſciences of ſuc- 
ceeding biſhops of the Welch ſees to the penal 
injunctions of the following act which applies 
againſt your Lordſhip in tlie ſubject before us. It 
is enacted by a ſtatute of the 5th of Elizabeth, 
intitled, ** An act to tranſlate the Bible and Com- 
* mon Prayer into the Welch tongue, — That the 
« Biſhops of Hereford, Saint David's, St. Aſaph, 


% Bangor, and Landaft, ſhall take ſuch order for 


the ſouls health of the flocks committed to their 
« charge, that the whole Bible, with the book of 
«© Common Prayer, and adminiſtration of the ſa- 
« craments as is now uſed within the realm in 
« Englith, be truly and exactly tranſlated into 
* the Britiſh or Welch tongue, and that the ſame 


&« ſo tranſlated, be by them viewed, peruſed and 


« allowed; to be imprinted to ſuch a number, at 
e thelcaſt, that one of either ſort may be had for 
* every cathedral, collegiate and pariſh church, 
“ and chapel of caſe, in ſuch places and countics 
of every of the ſaid dioceſes where that tongue 
« js commonly ſpoken or uſed before the firſt of 
« March, 1566.—And that. from that day forth the 
c a hole divine ſervice ſhall be uſed and ſaid by the curates 
« and miniſters throughout all the ſaid dioceſes where 
te te Welch tongue is commonly uſed, in the Britiſh or 
Felch longue, and differing nothing in any order 
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or ſorm from the Engliſh book; for the which 
book, ſo imprinted, the pariſhioners of every of 
the ſaid pariſhes ſhall pay one half or moiety, 
and the parſon and vicar of every of the ſaid 
pariſhes where both he, or elſe but one of them 
where there is but one, ſhall pay the other half, 
or moiety; the prices of which books ſhall be 
appointed and rated by the ſaid biſhops and 
their ſucceſſors, or three of them at the leaſt ; 
the which thing if the ſaid biſhops or their ſuc- 
ceſſors neglect to do, then every one of them 
ſhall forfeit to the Queen's Majeſty thirteen 
pounds, to be levied on their goods and chat- 
tels. And one book containing the Bible, and 
one other book of Common Prayer in the Eng- 
liſh tongue, ſhall be bought and had in every 
church throughout Wales; in which the Bible, 
and the book of Common Prayer in Welch, is 
to be had by virtue of this act, (if there be none 
already before the firſt of March, 1 566,) and 
the ſaid books to remain in ſuch convenient 
places within the ſaid churches, that ſuch as 
underſtand them may reſort at all convenient 
times to read and peruſe the ſame.” 


Elections, preſentations, or appointments to 
any eccleſiaſtical benefices within the principality 
of Wales, are clearly reſtricted by this act to ſuch 
only as are acquainted with the Britiſh or Welch 
tongue; and this conſtruction of the act is ſup- 


C ported, 


40 A LETTER TO THE : 


ported, not only by reaſon and common ſenſe, 
but by the practice of near two centuries immedi- 
ately ſubſequent to the Reformation: in which 
but one inſtance“ occurs of any other than native 

biſhops among your Lordſhip's predeceſſors: and, 
not even a ſingle example can be produced of in- 
ſtitution being granted to any eccleſiaſtical bene- 
fice with cure of ſouls in the dioceſe of Bangor, but 
to perſons who underſtood the Welch W 


Ihe firſt biſhop, obtruded upon the fre of Ban- 
gor, in violation of this act, was Hoadley; but 
even Hoadley, my Lord, did not venture to extend 
the violation beyond his own appointment. The 
dignities and benefices in his patronage were be- 
ftowed conformably to the law, and conſequently 
with ſome regard to the ſatisfaction, and ſpiritual 
edification of the people committed to his charge. 
Nor did either of his ſucceſſors preſent, or ſanction 
the preſentation of benefices within their juriſdic- 
tion to perſons legally diſqualified by their unac- 
quaintance with the language of the country, till 
the beginning of the preſent reign. It is an alarm- 
ing truth that bed precedents and bad examples 
are more prevalent and more followed than good. 


Doctor Billet, a native of Cheſhire, was educated in Wales, 
had a large eſtate there, and was ſo well verſed in the Welch 


language, that he was appointed to prepare the firſt edition of me 
Welch bible, | 
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The obitafion of ſuch perſons into the dignities 


and benefices of the dioceſe hath gradually in- 
creaſed from that time; but it was reſerved to your 
Lordſhip to complete this innovation by giving 
yourſelf a general releaſe from the reſtraints of 
law, conſcience, and decency, in your eceleſiaſti- 
cal adminiſtration. | 


Though two hundred and thirty years have 
elapſed fince this ſtatute hath been in force, the 
reaſons on which it was at firſt enacted, are nei- 
ther weakened or diminiſhed: and if moral and 
religious inſtruction be neceſſary to diſpoſe men 
to be good ſubjects and good chriſtians, or public 
worſhip be a duty which man owes to his Creator, 
there never was a time ſince this ſtatute paſſed in 
which it was more neceſſary to enforce the ob- 
ſervance of it in your Lordſhip's dioceſe than the 
preſent: your daily practice, my Lord, avows a 
different opinion, for though the native inhabi - 
tants of the ſee of Bangor (with ſcarcely an ex- 
ception of one in thirty) are totally ignorant of 
the Engliſh language, paſtors, notwithſtanding, 
are ſet over them, in defiance and open violation 
of this benevolent act of the legiſlature, who are 
unable, through their ignorance of the Welch 
tongue, to 2 the ſacred offices of the * 
as the law directs, 
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If theſe innovations were practiſed only under 


lay preſentations, and your Lordſhip were no 
otherwiſe blameable than in giving your official 
ſanction to ſuch enormities; it would be difficult 
even then to find an excuſe for ſo flagrant a breach 
of your duty; for it is indiſpenſably incumbent 
upon you in ſuch caſes to aſſure yourſelf by a 
ſtrict examination of the preſentees of lay patrons 


to benefices, where the Welch tongue is commonly 


ſpoken, that they are ſufficiently verſed therein to 
perform the duties and ordinances of the church; 
becauſe ignorance in that reſpect being a legal 
diſqualification, no legal inſtitution can be granted 
where ſuch deficiency ſhall be found, 


I do not aſſume this, my Lord, from mere opi- 


nion, but from a deciſion of the Court of Common 


Pleas in the 2 7th of Eliz. on the trial of a quare 
impedit againſt the Biſhop of St. Aſaph, for the 
church of Whittington.—** The Biſhop pleaded 
* that the pariſhioners underſtood not Engliſh; 
* and that the preſentee could not ſpeak Welch, 


« and therefore he refuſed him. And all the 


« juſtices held this a good cauſe of refuſal by the 
* ſaid ſtatute of the th of Eliz.—for that he could 
, zot inſtruct his flock according to his duty and 


«© charge.” And who, my Lord, will preſume 


to diſapprove or blame the conſcientious conduct 


of the good Biſhop, or to impeach the determi- 
tion of the Court? 


The 
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The examination of preſentees to benefices 
with cure of ſouls, reſpecting their knowledge of 
the Welch language, being clearly incumbent on 
your Lordſhip; it neceſſarily ſollows that a com- 
petent knowledge of that language is eſſential to 
the exerciſe of your epiſcopal function; and that 
your abilities without this qualification are not 
equal to your duties. A relaxation of diſcipline is 
the natural conſequence of this deficiency; for the 
unavoidable conſciouſneſs of your own S 1gno- 
rance muſt oblige you to connive at the inability of 
others. 


This may account for your conduct with regard 
to lay preſentations; and your conſcience may be 
ſoothed by the political influence acquired by theſe 
ſeeming conceſſions to the lay patrons of your di- 
oceſe; whoſe conſciences are not bound by the 
reſtrictions which the law hath laid upon your 


| Lordſhip: or you may think your defaults in this 


reſpect ſufficiently countenanced by the error com- 
mitted in appointing you to an office for which you 
are ſo ill adapted. But how will you excuſe or 
palliate the defaultation of your own preſentations 
and appointments to ſpiritualities, dependent on 


pour official patronage? For whatever may be 


your conceit, or opinion, the dignities and bene-- 
fices annexed to your Biſhopric were founded with 
higher views,—for better and nobler purpoſes, 
than a provifion for your needy kindred, or to 

pamper 
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pamper the inſatiable appetites of your greedy de- 
pendents. Yet ſuch, my Lord, are the uſes to 
which you have hitherto applied them. I do not 
deal in affertions, to which no proofs can be ad- 


duced; nor invectives unſupported by facts. I 


will ſtate the inſtances upon which my aſſertions 
are founded. 


TR DEANRY oy Baxcor hath never been filled 
fince the reformation with any other than pious, 
venerable, and learned natives of Wales, till it 
pleaſed your Lordſbip to confer that dignity on your 
NEPHEW, whoſe known deficiency in neceſſary 
learning, —whoſe ignorance of the Cambrian lan- 
guage ; and whoſe ſenſual frailties would have diſ- 
qualified him for a curacy in any other dioceſe of 
the principality. 


It may be anſwered, that the Deanry of Bangor 
being an option of your predeceſſor, was not at 
your diſpoſal, and conſequently that the blame of 


his preferment is imputable elſewhere. But this, 
my Lord, between you and me, would be an un- 
availing ſubterfuge. I wiſh, for the ſake of reli- 


gion, — !] with, for the honour of epiſcopacy ; that 


the mere appointment of your nephew to a dig- . 
nity in your own church, though unſuited to his 
age, and infinitely above his merits or abilities, 
was the moſt culpable part of your conduct in this 
caſe; but the tranſaction involves offences of a 
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Higher nature. His promotion was the reſult of a 
Commerciar, TREATT with your Metropolitan, 


by which the rectories of Llanbeulan and Llanllechid 
were bartered for the Deanry of Bangor. 


The next inſtance preſents a proſpect ſtill more 
diſcouraging to our hopes of reformation. The 
living of Llandyfrydog bartered under a treaty 
of the ſame nature for the appointment of another 
nephew to the poſt of aid-de-camp to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, indicates clearly that your 
holy traffic is not confined to ſpiritual articles; 
and conſequently that the clergy of your dioceſe 
have no chance of receiving their portion of the 
lot of Levi, as long as any occaſion remains, or 
any method can be deviſed to convert the ſpiritu- 
alities of the ſee to your own advantage. 


That I may not be accuſed of ſpeaking on con- 
jecture, or expreſſing myſelf in harſher terms of 
your negotiations than they deſerve, I muſt take 
the liberty to remind your Lordſhip of the appli- 
cation of Mr. L. for the living.of Llandyfrydog, 
in behalf of his nephew, before it was preſented, 
as above ſtated, to the preſent incumbent, (a pro- 
tege of the Archbiſhop) ; to which you replied, that 


you had made an arrangement with the Archbiſhop, 


by which his Grace was to find preferment for your 
nephews and friends; and that you muſt return the 
compliment by giving your living to the Arch- 

| biſhop's 
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biſhop” s friends; and that you would not, on 


that account, oblige Mr. L. 


The following letter, written by your Lordſhip 
to a Clergyman of your dioceſe, in anſwer to a 


fimilar application, will ferve to corroborate the 


opinion I have given, or rather the aſſertion I have 
made, that the native clergy have nothing to ex- 
pect from your juſtice or your liberality as long as 
you have a relation, friend, or dependent to pro- 
vide for: 


© T have often told you, that if you would procure 
your benefice in England for one of my friends, I 
*© ſhould not ScRuPLE to confer on you the beſt 
4c parochial benefice in my patronage ; and, with- 
out that, I cannot make it worth your while 
« to reſign your Engliſh preferment. I have been 
% many years 1 Bangor, and till the 


4 Deanry became vacapt, I never had an oppor- 


& tunity of giving the ſmalleſt preferment to any 
* of my own friends; and as I have ſeveral who 
c will foon want my aſſiſtance, I ought to uſe my 
c beft endeavours to ſerve them. I have had ſeveral 
applications on this occaſion, and it is irkſome 
* to me to ſend unfavourable anſwers; and yet, 
& as things are circumſtanced, I cannot do other- 
< wiſe. 

« I am, Sir, with great eſteem, 
-_ * - & Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
Cut J. BANGOR,” 
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Tt is not in candour to ſuppoſe you have any 
knowledge of the conſtruction the law puts 
on the ſcandalous negotiations, which you avow, 
WITHOUT SCRUPLE; or on the ſympathetic rapacity 
which diſtinguiſhes your adminiſtration from that 
of any of your predeceſſors: yet it ſeems in- 


credible that you never ſhould have learnt from 


your own reſearches, or from the information of 
others, what ſo materially concerns you to know. 
Be that as it may, I will ſtate, for your Lordſhip's 
edification, what is expreſſed on this ſubject in the 
ſtatute of the 26th of Eliz. for avoiding ſimony. 


The ſtatute enacts, * That if any patron, for any 


«© corrupt conſideration, by gift, profit, or benefit, 
« directly, or indirectly, for, or by reaſon of any 
&* promiſe or agreement, grant, bond, covenant, or 
&* other aſſurance of, or for any ſum of money, 
6 pift, profit, or benefit whatſoever, directly or in- 
5e directly, preſent or collate any perſon to any be- 
% nefice with cure of ſouls, dignity, prebend, or living 
& eccleſiaſtical ; or give or beſtow the ſame favour 
ce for, or in reſpect of any ſuch corrupt cauſe or 
© conſideration, that then every ſuch preſentation 
* ſhall be null and void, and the preſentee be 


ce rendered incapable of ever enjoying the ſame 
“ benefice.” 


On the ſubject of this ſtatute, I ſhall leave you 
to God and your conſcience ; and proceed to ftate 
further inſtances of innovation and miſconduct in 
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the official guardianſhip and patronage of the 
nn of your ſee. 


The office of Chancellor, though inferior in rank, 


is ſuperior in conſequence to that of the Dean. It 


includes two other offices, which are diſtinguiſned 
by the titles of Official Principal and Vicar General. 
The buſineſs of the Official is to hear cauſes between 
party and party, concerning wills, legacies, mar- 


riages, &c. which are matters of temporal cog- 


nizance, and require a correct knowledge of the 
civil law.—As Vicar General, the Chancellor pre- 
fides in all matters purely ſpiritual, and muſt 
therefore be well informed in the canon and eccle- 
ſiaſtical laws. The attainment of the qualifica- 


tions neceſſary to a proper and creditable execu- 


tion of this office requires much time and ſtudy ; 
and a diligent attention to the rules and practice 
of the court. But after all, it cannot be duly ex- 
erciſed without a competent knowledge of the 
language of the country, which is as eſſential in 
the office of a judge, as in the exerciſc of the ſa- 
cerdotal function. 


It would embarraſs a wiſer man than your 
Lordſhip, to diſcover any one of theſe qualifica- 
tions in the Chancellor you have given us; and 
in-my apprehenſion you could not have offered a 
groſſer inſult, or done a greater injury to the 
people of your dioceſe, than by ſubjecting 


the 
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the important points of litigation that ars fre- 
quently agitated in your Conſiſtory Court, to the 
adjudications of ſo inexperienced, and altogether 
ſo incompetent a judge. If the validity of a will 
on which your fortune depended were a ſubject of 


litigation, how would you feel, my Lord, when 


the evidence in your favour was conveyed to the 
judge through the fallible or treacherous medium 
of an interpreter. of the difficult idioms of the 


Cambro-Britiſh language ? 


If your nephew poſſeſſes a ſpark of that 
modeſty which is natural to youth and the 
conſciouſneſs of inexperience ; or if the vanity of 
his elevation has not extinguiſhed all ſenſe of 
delicacy and manly pride, he muſt be ſhocked at 
his ſituation, and regret the ill-judged fondneſs 
which has expoſed him to ridicule, yourſelf to 


cenſure, and the people of your dioceſe to ſerious 
inconveniences. 


His predeceſſors, my Lord, like thoſe of the 
Dean, were reſpectable for their learning, their 


experience, and their ability in the exerciſe and 


adminiſtration of their judicial functions; and 
they were revered for their piety, beneficence, 
and conſcientious regard to the religious edifica- 
tion of the people. But theſe, my Lord, until 
very lately, were natives of the principality, at- 
tached by natural affection to the country, its 

D 2 language, 
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language, and its manners, and intereſted as well 
for the temporal as the ſpiritual welfare of its in- 
habitants. 


The appointment of a fourth nephew to the 
poſt of Regiſter, which I ſhall conſider in another 
place, as illegal or injurious to religion, and 
the rights of the Welch clergy (like that of your 
dean or chancellor) is highly objectionable from 
its conſequences. 


The fees of office and the coſts of proceedings 
in the court are enormouſly increaſed, to the 
great detriment and offence of thoſe who have 
occaſion to reſort to them; and extortions are 
practiſed in both, which were unknown till the 
offices of chancellor and . were filled by 
* nephews. 


Tables of all legal fees are directed by the 13 5th 


and 136th canons to be publicly affixed in all 


courts and offices ecclefiaſiical, that every one 
who may have occaſion may ſee, read, and copy 
them. No ſuch tables are viſible either in the 
regiſter's office or the court. If no impoſitions 
were practiſed, this omiſſion might be imputed 


to negligence; but, as the caſe is, it muſt be 


concluded they have been removed, to favour 
the extortions by which the people of your dio- 


ceſe are plundered; becauſe. no innovation in 
3 this 
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this reſpect could be introduced, if ſuch tables 
were placed in the court, as the law ordains.— 
Remonſtrances have been made to the deputy 
regiſter, to his deputy, and to his deputy's de- 
puty (for the principal is inacceſſible on ſuch 
occaſions) but with no other effect than an ag- 
gravation of the grievances, by ſubjecting the 
complainant to inſult and abuſe. But Gallio 
* careth for none of theſe things.” All the gra- 
dations of theſe impoſitions are farmed, and the 
perſons purchaſing or farming the licences of op- 
preſſion muſt find the means of re- imburſing 
themſelves. 


If the bene fices appropriated by your commer- 
cial treaty with the Archbiſhop to his grace's 
friends, and the numerous livings you have be- 
ſtowed on your nephews, were not ſufficient to 
eſtabliſh againſt you the diſgraceful charge of a 
breach of truſt in the official guardianſhip of the 
ſpiritualities of your ſee, and to convict you of 
preſenting perſons unacquainted with the Welch 
language to benefices with cure of ſouls, againſt 
the ſtatutes of the 5th of Eliz. and the 1 3th and 
14th of Charles the Second ; I might ſwell the ca- 
talogue of your offences, by appealing to your 
general practice.* But a reformation of the abuſes, 

and 


* Rev. Henry Egerton, treaſurer of the church of Bangor, 
died about ten months ago; the Biſhop wiſhed to have appointed 


one 


— — a+ pe 
— — - 
— A. ” 


_——  _ 
—— 


— 
— — — 


— - — 
— —— 2 —Uä—j—6—ͤ: —— 


— — — 
— — — 
— 


—— — — 
— 
— bn do 
— — - -—- — 
—— 
— f— — — 


— 
— 
: 
— — 
— — 
— 
— _ 


— — — - 


— 

— 
—— 

. — 


— — — — 


ö 
| 
| 


22 A LETTER TO THE 


and corruptions that have diſgraced your epiſcopal 


adminiſtration, being my chief object, I do not 
with to affect you with a deeper or more humili- 


ating ſenſe of ſhame than is neceſſary to ſuch re- 
formation. 


In addition to the legal authorities above cited, 
by which you are reſtricted in ſuch preſentations, 
I muſt, however, take the liberty to remind your 
Lordſhip of the 24th article of the Church, which 
you have ſolemnly and repeatedly sworn to ob- 
ferve. The article runs thus, © It is a thing 
ce plainly repugnant to the word of God, and the 
© cuſtom of the primitive church, to have public 
& ſervice in the church, or to adminiſter the ſa- 
c craments in a tongue not underſtood by the 


hs people;”. which muſt be the caſe, my Lord, if 


you, your dignified nephew, or a great part of 
thoſe whom you have preſented to ecclefiaſtical 
benefices, were to exerciſe the miniſterial functions 
in any of the numerous parochial churches of 
which you and they have preſumptuouſly aſſumed 
the paſtoral charge. And if they do not exerciſe 
their functions, to what end are they appointed? 


one of his nephews to ſucceed him, but being aſhamed of doing 
it openly, he tempted a Prebend of Litchfield to accept this trea- 


furerſhip, and reſign the ſtall to his nephew, as Pr . of 
the cathedral of that dioceſe. 


In 


RIGHT REV. DR. WARREN. 23 


In the charge delivered to your clergy, at your 
primary viſitation (of which I have notes before 
me) you expatiated with energy and propriety on 
the general nature of the ſacerdotal office, which 
* could only,” you ſaid, be determined by ſcrip- 
c ture; in which the clergy were called Chriſt's 
& immediate ſervants, —ſtewards of his houſehold, 
« —diſpenſers of his word and ſacraments, —his 
«© meſſengers, — his watchmen, and the ſhepherds 
«© of his flock. That theſe figurative titles, which 
cc are ſo frequent in the New Teſtament, not 
% only ſerved to inſtruct them in the general na- 
c ture of their office, but excited them alſo to a 
ce faithful diſcharge of its duties;—as they could 
© have no right,” you ſaid, * to theſe honour- 
able appellations, unleſs they endeavoured by 


< their extraordinary labor, care, and diligence, to de- 
e ſerve them.” 


If you had farther obſerved, that the dignities, 
benefices, and ſpiritualities in your patronage 
ſhould be conferred, (as in juſtice and conſcience 
they ought) on thoſe who beſt manifeſted the 
* extraordinary labour, care, and diligence,” you 
ſo pathetically recommended, it would have won- 
derfully contributed to the efficacy of your charge. 
If the ſame charge were now delivered to a ge- 
neral aſſembly of your clergy, how few, beſide 
the native curates, would be capable of deſerving, 
or even ſeeking to deſerve the honorable appella- 

tions, 


Ls 
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tions, which belong only, as your Lordſhip ob- 
ſerved, to © thoſe who applied extraordinary la- 
“ bour, care, and diligence,” in the duties of their 
miniſtry: for very few, I believe, of your pre- 
ſentees will be at the trouble of learning Welch 
for any of the figurative, and in your dioceſe the 
unprofitable, titles you propoſed as incentives to 
zeal and diligence in the ſervice of religion. 


J remember, indeed, one inſtance of a clergy- 
man, influenced, no doubt, by conſcientious conſi- 
derations, (being Rector of a pariſh in which the 
Welch language was commonly uſed) who ap- 
plied to the ſtudy of it, and acquired, as he 
thonght, a ſufficient knowledge to officiate in his 
pariſh church: but ſo different was the opinion of 
the pariſhioners, that his performance became the 
ſubject of ruſtic ridicule throughout the neigh- 
bourhood; * and raiſed a more than ordinary cla- 
mour againſt the impious and illegal practice. of 
granting inſtitutions to Welch benefices, to per- 
ſons unacquainted with the language. The mat- 
ter being repreſented to your Lordſhip, you en- 
Joined the good Doctor to diſcoatinue his pious 


* His Grace of Canterbury, whilſt Biſhop of Bangor, gave a 
ſimilar proof that the apoſtles of the preſent day are not endowed 
with the gift of tongues. He endeavoured to perform a part of 
the office of Confirmation in Welch, but failed in the attempt. 


The effect of his embarraſſment on a 5 congregation may 
_ lily be conceived, 


labours ; 
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labours; and you cannot have forgotten that you 


determined in the momentary dread of popular 
deteſtation to reform your ſyſtem; but, the Curate 
being reinſtated, and the clamor in a ſhort time 


ſubſiding, you returned to your corrupt and il- 


legal practices, in the homely but expreſſive lan- 
guage of ſcripture, ** like the dog to his vomit, or 


„ the ſow to her wallowing in the mire:“ and, 


leſt you ſhould ſeem from this incident to favour 


the popular opinion, you ſeized the firſt opportu- 


nity of diſavowing it, by adding the living of 


Llanllyfni, (where the Britiſh or Welch tongue alone is 


commonly uſed) tothe Doctor's ſpiritual eſtate. 


It is obſerved by an ecclefiaftical hiſtorian, 
that when the means of preferment are taken 
5 from learning,—learning itſelf in a ſhort time 
© muſt needs decay.” The truth of this obſer- 
vation, with reſpect to church preſerment, and 
theological learning, is deplorably verified in the 


principality of Wales; but particularly within 


your juriſdiction; for in no other ſee are the dig- 
nities and benefices ſo generally filled by perſons 
unacquainted with the Welch language. This 
innovation, which occaſions the neceflity of an 
extraordinary ſupply of Curates, who are capable 
of officiating, occaſions likewiſe a rapid and 
alarming diminution in the number of regular 
candidates for holy orders, ſupplied formerly from 
the native Welch; who, ſeeing no hope of ob- 
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taining any preferment under your adminiſtration, 


refrain from educating their children for the 
church. 


You are hence reduced to the diſgraceful neceſ- 
ſity of ſupplying the defects of your own pre- 
ſentees, and of others to whom you grant inſti- 
tutions, by the deſperate expedient of ordaining 
perſons, unfit (through their want of learning) 


for the miniſtry; and no otherwiſe capable of a 
cure of ſouls, than in the ſingle accompliſhment 
of reading the Liturgy and other offices of the 


church from the Welch tranſlation; by which the 


ſacred office of ordination is diſgracefully per- 


verted, the ſacerdotal character degraded, - and 
the eſtabliſhed religion brought into diſrepute, 
and contempt. | 


In proof of this, I ſhall adduce an inſtance 


which, however defirous you may be of for- 
getting it, is, I believe, too recent to have eſcaped 


your memory,—A. perſon of the name of Jones, 


who had ſtrayed from his native mountains into 


Lincolnſhire, being required by the beadle or con- 


ſtable of the pariſh in which he loitered, to give 
an account of himſelf, declared he was a clergy- 


man of the dioceſe of Bangor, and had been or- 
dained by your Lordſhip; but his appearance and 
behaviour diſcrediting this account, he was actu- 


ally committed as a vagrant to the houſe of cor- 


rection; 


. 
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rection; being brought ſoon after before a meet- 
ing of the juſtices of that county, he underwent a 
more critical examination, and though he pro- 
duced letters of orders under your hand and ſeal, 
the juſtices—not believing that any Biſhop could 
be ſo wanting in decency, or ſo regardleſs of his 
canonical duty, as to ordain ſo wretched an ob- 


ject - concluded his credentials to be either forged, 
or to belong to ſome other perſon, and conſe- 


quently re-committed him. They tranſmitted a 
deſcription of the ſuppoſed impoſtor to your Lord- 
ſhip, and you was obliged to ſubmit to the humi- 
liating neceſſity of confeſſing that you had or- 
dained ſuch a man land thought him ſufficiently 
qualified to officiate in a Welch church, 


You have ſeen, my Lord, and daily ſee, the con- 
ſequences of theſe innovations, in the numerous 
deſertions from the eſtabliſhed church to the con- 
venticles of Methodiſts, Moravians, or any reli- 
gious ſects, where moral and Chriſtian doctrines 
are intelligibly inculcated, and the duties of public 


religion performed with Ry reverence, and 
devotion. 


You have faid, that the duties of the paſtoral 


office are to be determined only by ſcripture. I 


am not going to preach to your Lordſhip, but 
merely to ſtate a ſhort parable of high authority 
for your conſideration. What man having an 
wi E 2 « hundred 
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64% hundred ſheep, if he loſe one of them, doth not 
leave the ninety and nine in the wildernefs, and 
t go after that which is loſt until he find it? and 
« when he bath found it, he layeth it on his ſhoul- 
| 1 ders rejoicing; and when he cometh home he 
ll * calleth together his friends and his neighbours, : 
„ ſaying unto them, rejoice with me, for I have 
found my ſheep which was loſt.” —If the paſ- 
toral duty of a modern Biſhop be pourtrayed in 
this parable, what a taſk, my Lord, will your's pl 
þ be to recover the ſheep that have ſtrayed from 0 
your Lordſhip's fold! for whether your paſtoral 
charge be ſurrendered into the hands of your God f 
or your King, you will, doubtleſs, be ſolicitous to ; 
fay, — Of a ſheep which thou gaveſt me have g 
« loſt none.“ 


Having undertaken to ſet before you the errors, 
abuſes, and corruptions of your epiſcopal admini- 
ſtration, which are become ſubjects of general 
cenſure and complaint throughout the dioceſe, 
I muſt not ſuffer the unwarrantable liberties you 
have taken with the fundamental inſtitutes of the 
ſchool of Bangor, and other charitable eſtabliſh» 
ments of the ſame kind, to paſs unnoticed. 


Though the founders and other benefactors of 
theſe inſtitutions conſigned them to the guardian» 
Mip of their ſucceſſors in the ſee of Bangor, their 

| _ are too clearly expreſſed to admit of miſ- 


| son- 
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confiruction; and the documents relating to them 
too poſitive to allow the exerciſe of any diſere- 
tionary power in the management; except in the 
choice of ſchool books for the uſe of the poor chil- 
dren to be educated in them. 


You have taken upon you, notwithſtanding, to 
model theſe benevolent eſtabliſhments, and by 
extending them beyond the limits preſcribed by 
their founders, to defeat the purpoſes for which 
they were inſtituted. They are the /o/e property, 
my Lord, of the poor inhabitants of the country, 
and are not ſubject to the eccentric whims that 
may chance to occupy the mind of the Biſhop, or 
poſſeſs the noddles of the Dean and Chapter of 
Bangor. 


To form a pretence for innovations, you have 
loaded the benefits of theſe inſtitutions with 
expenſes, which operate as effectually to the 
excluſion of poor men's children as if you had 
iſſued an epiſcopal mandate for that purpoſe. 
Their applications for admiſſion being thus (in 
effect) precluded; the ſchools, muſt of courſe 
be unfrequented by thoſe for whoſe benefit 
and inſtruction they were founded; but this defi- 
ciency of the expreſs objects of theſe charities is 
ſo obviouſly the reſult of your own manceuvres, 
that you muſt find a better excuſe for ſuch inno- 
vations, if you with to ſhelter yourſelf from the 
Cha reproach 
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reproach of ſo atrocious a violation of a ſacred 
truſt. 


Various conjectures are formed concerning your 
motives for this outrageous attack upon the con- 
ſtitutions of the charity ſchools. Some perſons 
attribute it to your envy of the veneration that 1s 
attached to the names and characters of their 
founders by the inhabitants of your dioceſe : others 
conclude, you mean to diſgaiſe them ſo com- 
pletely by your modifications, alterations, and 
innovations, that no mortal ſhall know them to be 
the original inſtitutions; and to aſſume the title 
of tounder, which they ſay you have neither ſpirit 
or charity to deſerve : others again ſuſpe& you 
have ſome friend or relation in your eye for 
whom you mean to contrive a comfortable ap- 
pointment, —ſuch as ſteward, ſuperintendant, or 
But my conjectures, my Lord, refer 
to another ſource ; you conſider learning as inimi- 


cal to ſubordination, and, if poſſeſſed by the lower 


and middle ranks of the people, would, in your 
apprehenſion, ſet them too much on a level with 
their ſuperiors ; and retard the ſuppreſſion of that 
unruly ſpirit which has been excited in our neigh- 
bourhood by avaricious and hypocritical prieſts. 
J conclude, therefore, that, having imagined 
learning to be a democrate, you determine to 
baniſh her from your dioceſe, and, with all poſ- 
ſible expedition, to demoliſh every place where ſhe 


may 
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may take up her abode, or find even the ſmalleſt 
ſhelter. 


I have frequent opportunities of converſing with 
the pariſhioners of ſome of the livings you hold in 
the dioceſe of Bangor, and of courſe muſt have 
heard their ſentiments of your Lordſhip ; for in 
country places, where but little news is to be ob- 
tained, the life, character, and behaviour of the 
Parſon of the pariſh is the topic with which ſtran- 
gers are commonly entertained ; but your livings 
of Amlwch, Llangriſtiolus and Llanddyfnan, ha- 
ving a Biſhop for their Rector, it is not wonder- 
ful your Lordſhip ſhould ſuperſede all other ſub- 
jects, and every thing you ſay or do, that comes 
to their knowledge, be given in detail to all their 
viſitors, 


I had occafion to be ſeveral times at Amlwch 
while you were manceuvring and intriguing with 
the proprietors of the Paris Mountain for a 
church :—as I did not underſtand the game you 
were playing, I had recourſe to an honeſt farmer 
who happened to be one of the churchwardens. 
He told me, the pariſh church, though it belonged 
to the Biſhop, (more ſhame to him) was a perſect 
ruin, and the pariſhioners could not aſſemble in it 
without hazarding their lives; but the Gentlemen, 
(God bleſs them) who owned the Paris mine, had 
offered to ſubſcribe a large ſum of money towards 
I | building 
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building a new one. The Biſhop, he ſaid, did not 
ſeem to care much about it; but was at laſt pre- 
vailed upon to have ſome converſation with one 
of the gentlemen on the ſubject, and it was ſettled 
by them that the proprietors of the Paris monn- 


tain ſhould pay fix hundred pounds, and the fur- 


ther expences be defrayed by a pariſh rate, and by 
a ſubſcription for that purpoſe among the neigh- 
bouring gentlemen. 


A plan was accordingly procured by the ſame 
gentlemen from an architect in London, and ſent 
to the Biſhop for his approbation ; but, having 
ſomething elſe to think of, he did not return an 
anſwer in a year, when it was brought to his re- 
collection by a remonſtrance from the pariſhioners 
concerning the ruinous ſtate of the pariſh church. 
The buſineſs was thereupon renewed, but the Bi- 
ſhop wiſhing to fix the whole expence on the Mine 


Companies, inſiſted that the gentleman who had 


talked with him on the ſubject had made that pro- 
miſe; and wrote a letter to the churchwardens, 
calling upon them and the pariſhioners to atteſt it. 
They anſwered, by a diſavowal of any knowledge 
of ſuch promiſe, and a declaration, containing 
ſtrong preſumptive proofs that no ſuch promiſe 


was ever made, concluding their letter with the 


following words, © We therefore hope your Lord- 
* ſhip will concur with our endeavours to diſ- 
* courage and ſuppreſs all miſrepreſentations that 
cc may 


—_ 
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cc may introduce diſcord where harmony has hi- 
& therto prevailed, and convert into enemies, 


te the beſt and moſt generous friends of the pariſh 
* . 


The Biſhop, the farmer ſaid, was univerſally 
blamed for his illiberal language and improper be- 
haviour to the proprietors of the Paris mountain; 
but “ he had met his match in one of them, who 
e had given him a dreſſing he would not ſoon for- 


* get; and intended, as he underſtood, to let him 
ee hear further from him.” * | 


The converſation then turned on your Lord- 
ſhip's paſtoral care of the pariſh ; your charity to 
the poor, &c. Theſe ſubjects were ſoon diſpatched. 
You had never, he ſaid, condeſcended to preach, 
or even to appear in your pariſh church ; nor ever 
paid any poor-rate, without an appeal, till you had 
forced the pariſh into a compoſition greatly to 
your advantage; which was ſubmitted- to for the 


*The author received from the honeſt farmer, correct copies 
of the correſpondence which he calls a drefingz and though 
they are too long to be inſerted jn this place, they are too = 
trative of a certain character, and too intereſting at ibis time to 
be withheld from the public eye. The correſp ndence above 
alluded to, with an authentic ſtatement of a late rencontre in the 
regiſter office of Bangor, the author has been fortunate in pro- 
curing, and they are given at large in an Appendix to this letter. 
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ſake of peace, and to avoid endleſs litigations. 
As to charity, he did not believe there was a 
poor perſon in the pariſh who had ever ſeen the 
colour of your money; and no wonder, he 
added, for you would rather ſpend twenty pounds 
in an election dinner, or a law ſuit, which you 
dearly love, than give the valueof a loaf to appeaſe 
the hunger of a poor family. 5 


Apropos, my Lord, of elections, I underſtand you 


are at this time extremely active in diſturbing the 
tranquillity of the county of Caernarvon, by inſti- 
gating an oppoſition to the preſent member at the 
next election; not only by ſolicitation, but (among 
ſuch of your clergy as have received, or expect 
any favour at your hands) by low menace and 


1lliberal reproach. 'They are given to underſtand, 
their ſuffrages at the next election are the ex- 


pected recompenſe of paſt favours, and the indiſ- 
penſable price of future patronage. A refuſal to 
comply with this indecent, unconſtitutional, and I 
may.add, fimoniacal requiſition, hath occaſioned (as I 
am very credibly informed) ſuch violent effufions 
of ferocious rage, that your friends have been ſe- 


veral times alarmed with the apprehenſion that 
you were aitacked by your family malady. But 
the motive affigned by your Lordſhip for engaging 


in the cabals and petty-fogging tricks of elec- 


tioneering, in which you are ſo deeply immerſed, 


diſplays an inſtance of profeſſional hypocriſy, 
. 1 which 
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which I ſhould not have credited, even of your 
Lordſhip, if it were not confirmed to me under 
your own hand. An indiſcretion of youth, under 
the influence of the moſt powerful, but the moſt 
venial of all the paſſions, is the only objection you 
avow, either public or private, to Sir Robert 


Williams !—The following extracts from a letter, 


written by your Lordſhip, will prove I do not 
ſpeak from conjecture, or aſſert merely from popu- 
lar rumour.—“ As ſoon as the preſent Member for 
* Cacrnarvonſhire was convicted of a certain im- 
c moral act at Worceſter, I determined to with- 
draw my countenance from him, though I men- 
* tioned my intention at that time to no one.” 


“And as the ground of my oppoſition to the 
c preſent member is very good, and ſuch as becomes 
© aBiſhopto take, who ought to diſcourage vice and 


- © 1mmorality in all places, he clergy, if they behave 


& as they ought, will comply with my wiſhes to a man.” 


It has been the fate of men of higher talents, 


and more unqueſtionable virtues than your Lord- 


ſhip, to be entangled in the toils of beauty ; 


and if the two Houſes of Parliament were to 


undergo a ſcrutiny and purgation on a ſcale of 
ſuch corre& and elevated virtue as that of Scipio 
or Joſeph, public bufineſs and the public intereſt 
would be abandoned, and ſome ſeats be probably 
vacated on the epiſcopal bench. Tou certainly 
” | F 2 | were 
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were not ſo ſevere, my Lord, on a late curate of one 


of your own pariſhes, though numerous charges of 
the fame kind were brought againſt him. The 
gallantries of this gentleman, who held the curacy 


of L--nb—n, were fo general and notorious that 
many of the pariſhioners whoſe families had been 


thrown into confuſion by his amorous exploits, 


waited on your Lordſhip, to repreſent their grie- 
vances, and to procure the punithment or removal 


of the curate. To the great offence of the per- 


ſons who thus applied, and of every decent or re- 
ligious inhabitant of the pariſh, you refuſed to ad- 


mit them to an audience, or to receive their com- 
plaint. The conſequence, as might reafonably be 


expected, was a general ſeceſſion from a church, 
in which immorality was ſanctioned by ſuch higli 
authority; and where the doctrines and duties of 


religion were inculcated only through the polluted 
lips of profligacy.—A ſubſcription was immediately 
opened, and a chapel erected with all poſſible expe- 
dition, in which a great majority of the pariſhioners 
now aſſemble under a denomination which declares 
their n from the eſtabliſhed church. 


"ame 3 tian . that a 


YOUNG DEAN, neither unknown or indifferent to 


your Lordſhip, was preſented at the church door 
of one of his rectories with a living proof of the 


amiable infirmity of his fleſh, wirhout incurring your 
 Jordhhip's diſpleaſure. - | 


* Sid. 
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Sanctimonious auſterity, whether real or af- 
fected, is as ill ſuited to the purpoſes of an 
election, as the manceuvres and intrigues of an 
election are to the ſanctity or preſumed purity of 


a Biſhop, High characters are conceived, by 
the 2 to be 5 attached to high 


ſtations; 
« A ſaint in crape is twice a faint in lawn.” 


This prejudice, my Lord, is wonderfully conveni- 
ent to . gentlemen who fill high offices of the 
church, for which they are neither fitted or quali- 
fied: but you have preſumed too much on its 
efficacy; for, by ſuffering the multifude to peep 
under your robes, you have effectually diſſolved 
the charm; and you ſhould beware left the 
effigy of a Biſhop, which the populace of Bangor, 
as well as of ſome other places, have had the im- 
piety to burn, ſhould be ſucceeded by ſome more 
tetrible ſcarecrow. 


I have hitherto enforced my obſervations on. 
your conduct by confiderations of a religious and 
legal nature, which may poſſibly be ſufficient to 
the general object of my letter; but others, my 
Lord, ariſing from the peculiarity and unexampled 
importance of the preſent criſis, apply fo forcibly 
to my purpoſe, that I cannot forbear hinting them 

3 to 
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to your Lordſhip and recommending them to your 
ſerrous meditation. 


The events of France, and the fate of your 
brethren in that country, convey an awful warning 
to eccleſiaſtics of all ranks and denominations, but 
particularly to thoſe of the higher orders in reli- 
gious eſtabliſhments. Eighteen Archbiſhops, one 
hundred and eighteen Biſhops, eleven thouſand 
eight hundred and fifty canons, and three thouſand 
ſuperiors of convents, with a revenue of five mil- 
lions ſterling per annum, and poſſeſſing the means 
of collecting from the people as much more, have 
been maſſacred, or expelled their country. Why, 
my Lord? Becauſe the Biſhops neglected the ſacred 
duties of their profeſſion ; intrigued in politics 
furniſhed ſhameful and pernicious examples of li- 


tigation, avarice, and immorality; employed their 
dependent clergy in fomenting petty conteſts, and 


promoting ſchemes of reſentment and revenge : becauſe 
the higher clergy involved the whole order in the 
diſrepute and infamy occaſioned by their open diſ- 
regard to ſacred obligations; and the profligacy, 
ſelfiſhneſs, and immorality of their purſuits. 


They did not omit the forms and ceremonies of 
religion; they ſallied forth in the oſtentatious 
offices of ordination and confirmation; pretend- 
ing to convey the ſpirit of a pure, holy, and good 

| God, 
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God, with hands polluted by ſecret fins, and 
employed in acts of injuſtice, cruelty, and op- 
preſſion, 


This dreadful impiety, obliterated gradually in 
the public mind all veneration ſor ſacred inſtitu- 
tions, and generated that rancorous hatred of the 
_ prieſthood which has appeared in the maſſacres 
and cruelties of France. And is there no danger 
in any poſſible or ſuppoſeable event here ?—Pre- 
vention, my Lord, is in all caſes better than a. 
remedy. Sublata cauſa tollitur effectus. 


The utmoſt a Biſhop can acquire by political 
intrigue,—by fomenting diſturbances in his neigh- 
bourhood, and leading his clergy from their duties 
into the paths of Parliamentary conteſts, * will be 
no equivalent for the ſatisfaction, the peace, the 
ſecurity, and the happineſs he might obtain by 
confining his attention within the ſacred limits 
of his high office, directing his clergy by his pre- 
cepts, and his example in the conſcientious diſ- 
charge of their duty; and rendering his dioceſc 


* Mr. Fox's ſpeech in the debate on the repeal of the Cor- 
poration and Teſt Acts, March 3, 1790.—Mr. F. ſaid, He 

& ſhould be as much diſpleaſed as any gentleman on the other 
„ fide of the Houſe at ſeeing divines of any deſcription take 
part in the elections of members of Parliament, &c. &c.” 


the 
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the abode of peace, morality, and unaffected re- 
ligion. 


Jam, my Lord, (as your Lordſhip may per- 
ceive) neither addicted to flattery or yy „but | 
very truly and honeſtly, | 


| Your friend, | 
SHON GWIALAN. N 
Liwyn- Bedw, e March, 
{St, David's Day) 1596. 


APPENDIX. 


APPENDIX. 


No. I. 


Diſputes with the Mine Companies. 


\HE circumſtances, which led to the corre- 
ſpondence hinted at in the foregoing letter, 
were the following : 


The pariſh church of the reQory of Amlwch, 
in the Iſle of Angleſey, though held by the Biſhop 
of Bangor, has been for many years in ſo ruinous 
a ſtate, that the pariſhioners could not afſemble in 
1t without danger, and they were not able to de- 
fray the expence of a proper repair. The idea of 
rebuilding it was conceived about ſeven or eight 
years ago, from an intimation tat Mine 
Companies would contribute liherally towards 
it; and this being more fully explained in a 
conference on the ſubje& between the Biſhop 
and Mr. Williams, one of the proprietors, and 
the acting manager, the reſolution to build a new 
church was, in appearance, ſeriouſly adopted. The 
ſum named by Mr. Williams, as the intended 
benefaction of the proprietors, viz. ſix hundred 
pounds, is a demonſtration that they were ſe- 

G rious 
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rious in the buſineſs. That the contrary was 
the caſe with his Lordſhip may fairly be con- 
cluded from his ſubſequent conduct. As Biſhop 
of the dioceſe, and Rector of the pariſh, it was 
both his duty and his intereſt to promote and 
expedite the undertaking, but his exertions had 
objects nearer his heart. Several years were ſuf- 
fered to elapſe without his taking a ſingle ſtep, or 
ſhowing any inclination or intention, to carry the 
purpote of building a new church into execution. 
Having frequently been preſſed on the ſubject, 
and being unable to excuſe his inactivity and indif- 
ference, he became petulant and itl-humoured 
whenever the church was mentioned ; and in one 
of his converſations with Mr. Williams, declared 
„ that © for reaſons beſt known to himſelf, he had 
determined not to ſubſcribe a ſhilling towards 
« it,” This extraordinary conduct producing no 
effect unfavourable to the beneficent purpolc 
the Mine Proprietors had in view, the Biſhop 
changed his plan. Every effort that jealouſy, 
envy, or low malice could ſuggeſt, were employed, 
through his repreſentative in the pariſh, to teaſe 
and irritate them. They were perplexed with 
queſtions of law, —menaced with litigations, —diſ- 
turbed with frivolous and groundleſs complaints 
of damage to the epiſcopal domain from the ſmoke 
of their kilns, —harafled with vexatious and op- 
preſſive aſſeſſments; and ſtigmatiſed as the tyrants 
and oppreſſors of the pariſh of Amlwch, The 


art- 
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artful and infidious curate was employed to in- 
ſtigate the pariſhioners to take a part in theſe ma- 
chinations; and a few of them were actually de- 
luded by aſſurances of the Biſhop's ſupport to en- 
ter into his ſchemes. The event, however, being 
unfavourable, both they and the curate were de- 
ſerted and blamed by their employer. The li- 
beral and manly conduct of the proprietors of the 
Paris Mountain, under theſe circumſtances, de- 
ſerves the higheſt praiſe, and muſt ever be remem- 
bered with gratitude by the pariſh of Amlwch. 
The proviſions, by which a great number of per- 
ſons, who muſt otherwiſe have been burthenſome 
to the poor rates, were enabled to procure a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence for their families, were con- 
tinued ; medical aſſiſtance furniſhed ; and every 
attention paid to the benefit and convenience 
of the pariſhioners, as if no ſuch attempts had 
been made to interrupt the harmony of the 
pariſh ; and fo far from inclining, for a moment, 
to revoke their promiſe of ſix hundred pounds 
towards re-building the church, they even inti- 
mated a apofition to enlarge their beneſaction, 
if it ſhould become neceſſary, from the failure of 
any other dependence. 


Compariſons highly unfavourable to the Biſhop 
were naturally ſuggeſted to the minds of the peo- 
ple of Amlweh, between the Mine Companies and 
G 2 His 
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his Lordſhip ; nor was the curate withont his 
| ſhare of the cenſure, odium, or contempt, which 
muſt ever attach to the ſervile and baſe inſtruments 
of ſuch miſchievous and malignant purpoſes. 'The 
Biſhop, undiſmayed by the humiliating defeats, 
detections, and diſappointments he had ſuffered, 
ſoon rallied in another form. His operations 
commenced with a letter to Mr. Williams, of 
which the following is an extract: 
«© SIR, 

5e have lately received ſeveral complaints con- 
* cerning the ruinous ſtate of the church of 
«© Amlwch, and I am apt to think that it is now 
ein fo bad a condition as to be but barely ſafe 
&* for the inhabitants to aſſemble in it in order to 
& hear divine ſervice. 


“ You left with me ſome years ago, a plan of a 
* church which was propoſed to be erefed at the 
„ expence of the Mining Companies, and as the re- 
* pairs of the old church have been put off from 
time to time, in hopes of a new church being 
* built, I ſhould be much obliged to you if you 


* would let me know when we may expect a new 
& church.” | 


A plan had been left with the Biſhop ſome years 
before, as he ſtates, and it remained with him ; 
whatever delay, therefore, had ariſen was imputa- 


ble 
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ble to his Lordſhip. But when the reader is in- 
formed that another plan, procured by Mr. Wil- 
liams from an eminent architect in London, was 
preſented to the Biſhop, and approved by him 
nine or ten months only before the date of 
the letter, from which the above extract is made ; 
tbat the ſecond plan was in his poſſeſſion at the 
moment of his writing; and that the expence was 
agreed to be defrayed by a benefaction of ſix 
hundred pounds from the Mine Companies, by 
2 pariſh rate, eſtimated at two hundred, and 
the remainder to be raiſed by a ſubſcription 
among the gentlemen of the county; the above 
extract muſt appear to be better adapted to the 
perfidious purpoſe of a petty-fogging attorney, 
than to any object or deſign that ſhould oc- 
cupy the imagination, or employ the pen of a 
Biſhop. 


The frequent repetition of his aſſertion that the 
Mine Companies had propoſed to build a new 
church at their own expence ſeems, from the fol- 
lowing letter, written by his Lordſhip to the 
churchwardens of Almwch, to have imprefled him 
with a conceit that it was really true; for it is 
hardly poſſible to account otherwiſe for a man's 

appealing with ſuch apparent confidence to ſe- 
veral perſons in ſupport of an aſſertion which 
was known both to himſelf, and them, zo be falſe. 


Bangor, 
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Bangor, 5th October 1793. 


Meſſrs. CauRcawaARDENS, 


THE promiſe which Mr. Williams made to me 
eight years ago, reſpecting the taking down your 
pariſh church, and the building of a new one, at the 
charge of the proprietorsof the Mine Companies, is 
well known to Fou and the reſt of the pariſhioners 
of Amlwch; and though this promiſe has been 
frequently repeated to me, and ſtrong aſſurances 
given that it would be performed; yet I am con- 
vinced now, that not the leaſt dependence can be- 
Placed upon it. 


The reaſonable expectation you entertained of 
having your church built at the expence of the Mine 
Companies, aſter fo ſolemn a promiſe has, I am in- 
formed, been the cauſe ſo little has been done to the 
church for tome years paſt, and it is my opinion ſo 
good a reaſon, that neither you or your predeceſſors 
can be juſtly charged with any neglect on that ac- 
count; but as your church is now become ſo 
ruinous that it is hardly ſafe for the pariſhioners 
to.aflemble in it for the hearing of divine ſervice, 
ſome ſteps muſt be immediately taken towards 
putting it in better repair. 


I am almoſt at a loſs how to adviſe you; the 
charge of theſe repairs will fall very heavy on the 


2 pariſh ; 
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' pariſh; I might ſay particularly heavy, as the 
pariſh of Amlwch is burthened with a numerous 
poor; aud thoſe who have increaſed the poor, and 
are raiſing from their labour immenſe fortunes, will 
not, I am told, give you the leaſt aſſiſtance, as they 
pretend at preſent to be exempt from payment of 

all parochial taxes. | 


My direction to you is to call a veſtry immedi- 
ately for the purpoſe of taking the ſtate of your 
church into confideration, and of deviſing ſome 
mode of defraying the charge of Pony the ſame 
into good repair, 


I could, if I pleaſed, infiſt on your putting the 
whole into perfect repair immediately ; but as your 
pariſh labours under a greater weight of taxes than 
any pariſh in the kingdom, I ſhall indulge you as 
much as I can; and if you will begin immediately 
the repairs which are moſt neceſſary, and do the 
reſt in part next year, and the remainder the year 
following, I ſhall be very well ſatisfied. 


You will be pleaſed to lay this letter before the 
veſtry, and when the pariſhioners are come to any 
determination on this ſubject, I ſhall be glad to 
know the reſult, and am, Meſſrs. Churchwardens, 


Your moſt faithful ſervant, 
JOHN BANGOR. 


The 
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The anſwer given by the Churchwardens of 
Amlwch, renders any comment or obſervation | 
upon this letter unneceſſary. 


8 * 


To the Richt Rev. Lord Bisnop of BAN GOR. 


| Amkvch, 28th October, 1793. 
Mr Lonp, 


YOUR Lordſhip's letter of the 5th October, 
17923, has. been under conſideration, at a veſtry 
held this day; and, in reply to it, we beg leave 
to obſerve to your Lordſhip, that we know no- 
thing of any promiſes which you tay were made 
by Mr. Williams to your Lordſhip, reſpecting 
the church of Amlwch: we only know that 
Mr. Williams's promiſes to us have always been 
punctually and faithfully performed; and we 
have had fo long and ſo full an experience of his 
integrity and honour, that we do not believe your 
Lordſhip, when you charge him with a breach of 


. promiſe. 


That the church of Amlwch has been in a con- 
dition that calls for reparation, is a fa&t which we 
have to lament; and that we have ſuch a rector 

in 
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in the Biſhop of Bangor; as not only to refuſe all 
aſſiſtance himſelf, but alſo to throw every diffi- 
culty and embarraſſment in the way of accom- 
pliſhing fo laudable a work, is a misfortune which 
we lament alſo. Mr. Williams, in behalf of the 
Mine companies, of which he is a part, has very 
handſomely offered us fix hundred pounds, as a 
gift, and has promiſed ſtill more, if a larger ſum 
will be found neceſſary than what the work is 
already eſtimated at; and we know that we may 
ſafely rely on his word, We ſhould be ungrate- 
ful, did we omit to acknowledge our obligations 
for ſuch bountiful aſſiſtance towards a work which 
has no other object than the worſhip of God ac- 
cording to the forms eſtabliſhed in the church of 
England, which has elevated your Lordſhip to ſo 
eminent a ſtation, and the emoluments of which 
ſupport you in it. 


Your Lordſhip is pleaſed to ſay, that you are 
almoſt at a loſs how to adviſe us. In matters of 
temporal concern, we do not apply to your Lord- 
ſhip for advice, and have refuſed your aſſiſtance ; 
and ſhould we apply to you fot ſpiritual inſtruc- 
tion, it would probably be diſpenſed in a nig- 
gardly proportion; for in the ſeveral viſits you 
have made to Amlwch, we do not recollect hav- 
ing ſeen your face within the church. As to 
your Lordſhip's kind ſympathy, on the ſcore of 
taxes, to ſupport our poor, we believe your fin- 
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cerity in that behalf; at the ſame time, we think 
it neceſſary to ſet your Lordſhip right, where it 
appears that you have been impoſed upon by 
falſe accounts of the Mine companies contributing 
nothing to the relief of the poor. We do know, 
and gratcfully acknowledge, that the Mine com- 
panies have annually beſtowed very large ſums 
for the relief of the poor; and if they are ex- 
empted by law from ſuch contribution, as we now 
underſtand that they are, we feel our obligations 
{till the more, as thoſe contributions have been 
voluntary. We ſhould think it our indiſpenſa- 
ble duty to acknowledge alſo, with gratitude, 
the Chriſtian benevolence of the Biſhop of Ban- 
gor, ſhould his Lordſhip, as rector of Amlwch, 
exhibit any inftances of this Chriſtian virtue, 
charity; it would be a more pleaſant thing to ſee a 
Biſhop promote the relief of the poor of his pa- 
Tiſh, than to haraſs the pariſh. with vexatious 
ſuits, merely on account of a little informality in 
the juſtices ſanctioning the pariſh aſſeſſments. 


We have held veſtries, from time to time, to 
conſider and to contrive means for the repara- 
tion of the church, but our greateſt misfortune 


is, that your Lordſhip has been more interft 


upon embarraſſing than in relieving us. With 
the aſſiſtance already promiſed by the Mine com- 
panies, we would willingly undertake to erect a 
new church, but your Lordſhip has made ſuch 

2 an 
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an undertaking impoſſible, by forbidding us the 
uſe of the materials of the old one: had any 
of the inhabitants of the pariſh framed ſuch an 
objection, we ſhould have attributed it to an ex- 
treme of perverſeneſs: the walls of the preſent 
church muſt, at all events, be taken down ; and 
pray, my Lord, with what poſſible pretence of 
reaſon can you object to the uſe of the old ma- 
terials? If your Lordſhip will offer any thing of 
a reaſon, we will pay due attention and deference 


to it. | 
We are, my Lord, - 


Your Lordſhip's 
Humble Servants, 


THOMAS ROOSE, 
ROBERT PARRY. 


| Copies of theſe letters being tranſmitted to Mr. 

Williams, who was then in London ; he wrote 
as follows to the Churchwardens of Amlwch ; 
addreſſing, likewiſe, by the ſame poſt, a letter 
to the Biſhop of Bangor; which, together, con- 
tain the ſtatements, explanations, and retorts 
courteous, which my communicative friend, the 
Amlwch farmer, very properly termed a dre/+ 


fg. 
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00 To the Churchwargdens of AMLWOK. 

Fl 

„ 

1 London, goth Nov, 1793 

Wl! ; | | 

1, 

We My FzrigtxDs AND NEIGHBOURS, 

1 0 

1 I HAVE peruſed the letter addreſſed to you | 
[i by the Biſhop of Bangor, on the 5th of October, | 
1 with various emotions, ſame of which I ſhall 

1.0108 | 

a endeavour to expreſs to you. 

"0M | 
WS: a | 
. ' $ 
Fi I have been educated, like yourſelves, not 

5 l only with a general regard for the religious eſ- 

17 tabliſhments of my country, but with a particu- 

.. lar reverence for thoſe of its clergy, and eſpe- 

1 cially thoſe of the higher order, whom I long 


| 
Fl | ſuppoſed to be elevated into dignity and power, 
#: | for their ſuperior goodneſs and ſanctity, as well 
| 


as their ſuperior learning. And thaugh the 
nearer I approached, in tranſactions or viſits to 
theſe holy perſpnages, the more I loſt my reve- 
rence; yet I retained a candour towards them as 
participating with. myſelf in the errors and in- 
firmities of men. It was reſerved for the pre- 
ſent Biſhop of Bangor to convert that candour, 
as far as relates to himſelf, into abſolute con- 
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When [I firſt heard that the Biſhop ſaid, the 
Mine companies had undertaken to build a new 
church at Amlwch, I thought he meant in fed; 
becauſe we contributed three-fourths of the ſub- 
ſcription: but I find he aſſerts, both in converſa- 
tion and letters, that I made him an expreſs pro- 
miſe; and he has repeated the aſſertion ſo often, 
that he may have brought himſelf to believe jt. 


Now, my friends, it is well known to you, 
and to all the pariſhioners, that the erection of a 
new church has been in contemplation fix or ſe- 
ven years, or perhaps longer; and that the me- 
thod talked of, during the whole time, has been 
a ſubſcription, The pariſh eſtimated its ability 
at about 200l. I was authoriſed by Lord Ux- 
bridge to ſet down his name for 3ool. by Mr. 
Hughes, to ſet down his name far 200l. and I 
was always ready to ſubſcribe 1001. myſelf. 
Other gentlemen of property in the pariſh were 
expected to contribute, and no doubt would 
have been entertained of any other man than 
Dr, Warren, circymſtanced as he is, as Biſhop 
of the dioceſe, a perſon of great opulence, and 
deriving from the pariſh, without the ſmalleſt 
trauble, a clear annual income of more than 
6ool. Can it be rendered probable to you, or 
the pariſhioners, even by the known veracity of 
the Biſhop, that to a weight of buſineſs which 
was 
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was already almoſt too heavy for me, I ſhould 
add this negociation for a ſubſcription, and per- 
ſevere in it, as I have done, ſeveral years, in 
oppoſition to ſecret chicanery and whiſpered 
falſhood, if I knew myſelf under a promiſe to 
the Biſhop to build a new church ? 


It is faid of a popiſh cardinal, probably of 
the order of Jeſuits, that he affected a habit of 
dreams, which he could not diſtinguiſh from his 
waking thoughts; and when detected in a fly 
miſrepreſentation, or an intereſted falſhood, 
„ Alack,” ſaid he, © that is one of my dreams! 
You, my friends, in the preſent caſe, muſt de- 
termine, either that I was inſane, or, that the 
ſtory is one of the Biſhop of Bangor's dreams, 


If it be thought he has formed it deliberately, 
and awake, without the affectation of puritan- 
iſm and preciſeneſs, of which I have no portion, 
I really am ſhocked at his motives. What! 
can the harmony of all the intereſts of a proſ- 
perous pariſh ficken the heart of a miniſter of 
the Prince of Peace? Is it poſſible that our 
proſperity, and even our generoſity, ſhould be 
his bane? How elſe account for numerous ma- 
chinations which have a tendency to ſow diſcord, 
and fo dreadfully at the expence of truth 
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For, if his ſtory were credited, our generoſity, 
in ſubſcribing 600l. would be loſt, in the re- 
proach of not having fulfilled a promiſe of 
greater generoſity; and inſtead of gratitude for 
our good intentions, we might experience oblo- 
quy and ill-will from weak and credulous pariſhi- 
oners. Thus diſſenſion would be introduced, of 
more diſadvantage to the pariſh than to us; for 
being inſultingly required, on the authority of a 
falſhood, to do more than we are inclined, we 
ſhould do nothing, and the burthen would reſt 
wholly on the pariſh. | | 


hat the motive 1s ſuch as I have deſcribed, I 
conclude, becauſe this untruth is connected with 
others; all of which have a fimilar tendency. 
One of them is ſo impudently in the face of 
known facts, that I am ſurprized it has been 
committed to paper. It ſhould have been en- 
truſted only to the ſly diſcretion of a ſervile cu- 
Tate: I mean, the charge of having refuſed to 
ſubmit to pariſh rates. All our buildings are 
aſſeſſed and rated. No aſſeſſment has ever been 
made, which we have not paid; and we have not 
availed ourſelves even of the Biſhop's example, 
by being in arrear, or appealing from the deter- 
minations of the veſtries. The late illegal and 
arbitrary attempt to tax what is not taxable by 
law, I conſider out of the preſent queſtion. 


But 


26 ApPENDIX. 


But the moſt formidable charge is, that the 
pariſh of Amlwch is, from the introduction of 
poor by the Mine companies, more burthened 
than any in the kingdom. This is abſolutely 
converting into evils, undertakings which have 
been hitherto conſidered as the firſt bleſſings of 
the pariſh. I wiſh its peace and proſperity were 
to depend on the diſcuſſion of this queſtion be- 
tween the Biſhop and me. | 


One general anſwer might be ſufficient; that 
the poor-rates hardly exceed eight-pence in the 


pound, on the preſent rehts. 


It may be ſaid, there has been a time when 
you had no poor-rates; but, at that time, there 
were no poor-rates in any pariſh in Angleſey. 
The whole renfal of the pariſh of Amlwch then 
barely exceeded 1400l. a year; the living pro- 
duced little more than 200l. and the curate lived 
foberly, without miſchievous goſſipping or in- 


trigue, on 20l. a year. 


Now the rental is 5z000l. and upwards; the 
rectory above 600]. and the curacy not leſs than 
150]. Out of this rental, 1701. only is paid to 


the poor. Deduct the 170l. from the increafed 
rental; compare the remainder with the former 
rental of 1400]. and the difference will ſhew you 

the 
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the effect in one inſtance of our working the 
mines. 


But the Mine companies, beſides ſupporting 
the poor, by their own voluntary donations, 
which are now between 7 and 8ool. a year, 
prevent great numbers of infants, of the aged, 
and of the infirm, from applying for relief, by 
giving them light and eaſy employment; and 
this, at an average expence of 3oool. a year, at 
leaſt, beſides ſurgeons and apothecaries bills, 
which are ſeldom leſs than 7 or 800l. a year. 


Conſider, then, my friends, what dreadful ef- 
fects would take place, if, in conſequence of a 
calumny induſtriouſly circulated, the companies 
were to reſolve neither to employ theſe people, 
nor to contribute more to the relief of the poor 
than they are by law obliged; which reſolution 
they might take, without injury to themſelves. 
The pariſh could not ſupport them for the mo- 
ney expended by the company; and the poor- 
rates being raiſed to produce the ſum, the Bi- 
ſhop's aſſertion might be rendered true; but 
that would be occaſioned only by the evil offices 
of the Biſhop and his emiſſaries. 


Jo prevent ſuch conſequences, and to ſecure 
the harmony and good underſtanding which bas 
hitherto ſubſiſted among us, I hope you will be 

I at 


* 
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at the trouble of writing to the Biſhop on the ſe- 
veral ſubjects of his letter; and fairly give your 
opinion on the aſſertions in queſtion between his 


Lordſhip and the Mine companies. 


I am, as I ever have been, 
Your fincere friend 
And humble ſervant, 


T. WILLIAMS. 


To the Right Rev. the Biſhop of Bancon. 


London, 29th Nov. 1793. 
Mx Los, 

' HAVING peruſed your letter of the 5th of 
laſt month to the Churchwardens of Amlwch, it 
18 incumbent on me, in behalf of the Mine com- 
panies in general, and of myſelf in particular, to 
addreſs you on the ſubject of it, becauſe * 
have ſtated therein - 


That *© the | provuiſs T made you eight years 
* ago, reſpecting the taking down the pariſh 
« church and the building of a new one at 
ce the charge of the proprietors of the mines, 


* is well known to them and the reſt of 
TE « the 


” 
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ec the pariſhioners; and though this promiſe has 


6e been frequently repeated to you, and firong 


« aſſurances given that it would be performed, 
« you are convinced now that not the leaſt de- 
* pendence can be placed upon it. 


That the reaſonable expectation Hey enter- 
« tained of having their church built at the ex- 
« pence of the Mine companies, after ſo ſolemn 
« a promiſe had, you were informed, been the 
* cauſe why ſo little had been done to the 
* church for ſome years paſt, which, in your 
* opinion, was ſo good a reaſon, that neither 
they nor their pariſhioners could be juſtly 
“charged with any neglect on that account.” 


You then alledge, that the charge of repairing 
the church will fall particularly heavy on the 
pariſh, which is burthened with a numerous 
poor; and that thoſe who have increaſed 
their number, and are raiſing from their la- 
.«< bours immenſe fortunes, will not, you are 
„ told, give the pariſh the leaſt aſſiſtance, as 
they pretend at preſent to be exempt from the 
% payment of all parochial taxes.“ | 


For theſe pretended reaſons, you are pleaſed 
to direct the churchwardens to call a v im- 
mediately, for the purpoſe of taking the ſlate of 
their church into. confideration, and of deviſing 


I 2 ſome 
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ſome mode of defraying the charge of repairing 
it. You aſſert your power of enforcing ſuch re- 
pairs immediately, and ſay, “ But, as your pariſh 
& Jabours under a greater weight of taxes than any 
* other pariſh in the kingdom,” you will indulge 
them as much as you can, if they will immedi- 
ately begin and gradually do the neceſſary re- 
pairs, and deſire to know the reſult of the veſtry 
you ordered. | 


Wow. my Lord, though theſe allegations, and 
others of a ſimilar tendency, are in direct oppo- 
fition to truth, I have been hitherto with-held 
from ſaying or writing it to your Lordſhip, from 
a reſpectful prepoſſeſſion in favour of my dio- 
ceſan, and from the early habit of thinking that 
a Biſhop would be correct and delicate in all his 
aſſertions. 


But, perceiving your Lordſhip to be a man of 
the world, ſkilful in the- art of improving on 
converſations and aſſigning meanings, I am un- 
der the diſagreeable neceſſity of declaring to you, 
as I probably may be obliged to declare to the 
world, © I never promiſed your Lordſhip that a 
© new church at Amlwch ſhould be built at the 
< expente of the proprietors of the mines.”— 
Your Lordſhip has repeatedly afferted I have; 
and your aſſertion oppoſed to mine would no 
doubt have its partiſans: but, as you have an 
| intereſt 
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Intereſt in the aſſertion, and I have an intereſt in 
the denial, we will ſuffer them, in the language 
of chemiſtry, to neutralize each other, and to 
furniſh no proof. 


In this fituation, we muſt have recourſe to 
collateral circumſtances. If my denial were not 
true, it would be neceſſary that Lord Uxbridge 
and Mr. Hughes ſhould be acceſſaries to a mean 
violation of promiſe: and as the difference be- 
tween the expence of building the church and the 
ſubſcription of the company 1s trifling, this con- 
temptible colluſion is hardly poſſible. 


All the proceedings which have actually taken 
place, reſpecting the new church, are direct con- 
tradictions of your Lordſhip's aſſertions, and 
proofs in my favour. 


A plan was obtained from Mr. Wyatt, to be 
executed for 8001. or thereabouts; 200l. of 
which the pariſh engaged to raiſe, and 60cl. the 
company engaged to ſubſcribe. Other gentlemen 
were expected to give aſſiſtance; and much was 
reaſonably hoped for from your Lordſhip, a pre- 


late of great opulence, and the actual rector of 
the * 


The ſorm of application was written on parch- 
ment, and preſented to your Lordſhip by me. 
Inſtead 
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Inftead of expreſſing your ſurprize at a meaſure 
fo unneceſſary, on the ſuppoſition of a promiſe 
from the companies to build a church, you 


highly approved it; but declared, for reaſons beſt 
known to yourſelf, that you would not ſab- 


{ſcribe a guinea, I will not animadvert on the 


general effect, when clergymen of high rank 


and great wealth ſhew an indiſpoſition to ge- 
nerous and charitable actions, thoſe eſpecially 
which may be connected with the intereſt of re- 


ligion. I will only tay, that the conduct of 


your Lordilip damped the ardour of all who 
had generouſly embarked in the undertaking, 


ſome of whom meant not to limit their aſſiſtance 
to their ſubſcription. 


The plan of a new church furniſhed by Mr. 
Wyatt, I preſented to your Lordſhip myſelf. 
You detained it much more than a year, and 


ſent me a meſſage by your agent, Mr. Howard, 
that you wondered nothing had been done to 


Amlwch church; and I replied, juſtly, nothing 
could be done, while you detained the plan. 


It is now two years ſince Mr. Howard brought 
me the plan, with your Lordſhip's approbation 
of it, and a requiſition that your faculty ſhould 
be procured to carry it into execution. 


The 
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The buſineſs has ever ſince remained between 
your curate and the pariſhioners, the little chi- 
canery of which I ſhall not at this time relate; 
but the general reſult is, that your faculty de- 
ſcribes and limits the execution of a plan very 
different, and much more expenſive than that 
given in by me, and approved by your Lordſhip. 
You are very ready to lay heavy burthens on 
other men's ſhoulders, but not diſpoſed to touch 
them with one of your own fingers. 


In ſhort, my Lord, the new church is not 
built, and may not be built, and the old church 
is not repaired ; not from any circumſtance impu- 
table to the Mine company, or the pariſhioners; 
but to difficulties created by your Lordſhip, and 
which I would call unneceſſary, as they are un- 
reaſonable, if I were not aſſured your Lordſhip 
never acts without a motive. 


It is not true, my Lord, however numerous 
the poor may be in the pariſh of Amlwch, that 
thoſe who may have increaſed their number, and 
raiſed fortunes by their labour, will not give 
them the leaſt aſſiſtance; or that they pretend to 
be exempt from parochial taxes; or, that the 
pariſh labours under a greater weight of taxes 
than any other in the kingdom. 


My 
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My Lord, I aſſert, becauſe I can prove, the 
Mine companies annually contribute to the poor 


of Amlwch more than three times the ſum fur- 


niſhed by all the reſt of the pariſh, even includ- 
ing their own rates and thoſe of your Lordſhip. 
And notwithſtanding your allegation to the con- 
trary, they have never pretended to any claims 
of exemption from the payment of parochial 
taxes: they have alſo never been in arrear, 
though they. might plead your Lordſhip's exam- 
ple; the pariſhioners having frequently com- 
plained to me, that your agents always objected 


to the taxes charged on your Lordſhip, and 1 
am informed, you are not only conſiderably in 

arrear to the poor rates, but have appealed 
againſt them as too high. 


1 am at a loſe, my Lord, to. diſcover the 
grounds or the motives of your aſſertion to the 
pariſhioners, that the pariſh labours under a 
greater weight of taxes than any other in the 
kingdom. The tendency of it is no leſs obvious 
than it is odious. The people have more good 


ſenſe and gratitude than to admit ſuch an idea 
on your Lordſhip's aſſertion ; and I truſt it will 


not produce any of the effects which I am ſorry 
to ſuſpect have been defigned: they are ſenſible 
of their obligations to the Mine companies, and 


the advantages they derive from the ſpirit and 


3 ex- 
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expence with which the works are carried on. 
The mines have increaſed the value of the lands 
of the pariſh, from about 14ool. to Soool. a 
year, and upwards: the number of the houſes. 
from about 200 to 1000, and upwards; and the 
population from about goo to 7 or 8000. Not- 
withanding this aſtoniſhing increaſe, the poor- 
rates of the whole pariſh did not amount, laſt 
year, to more than 1jol. which hardly exceeds 
eightpence in the pound on the preſent rents; and 
all their other taxes are exactly in proportion to 
thoſe of the reſt of the iſland; with this favour- 
able exception, that they have not increaſed 
with the increaſe of the rents. 


How, then, my Lord, can you reconcile your 
aſſertion with juſtice and truth; or, how can you 
reflect on its tendency, with tranquillity of 
mind? 


I am credibly inſormed the rectory, previous 
to the working of the mines, yielded to the Bi- 
ſhop not much more than 200]. per anmim, nett 
income. Your Lordſhip beſt knows what it 
now yields. I will venture to ſay, not much 
leſs than 60ol. and perhaps more: yet you have 
frequently aſſerted and written, that you are 4 
laſer by the mines of 1001. per annum. 


K At 
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At preſent, I ſhall not further trouble your 
Lordſhip on the ſubject. On ſome future oc- 
caſion, I may draw into public view the whole of 
your Lordſhip's conduct in this tranſaction, and 
prove, from the beſt information, that the pariſh 
of Amlwch is, by means of the mines, the 
richeſt, moſt flouriſhing, and moſt populous, of 
the whole iſland ; that the landed intereſt 1s leſs 
burthened with taxes; and the tythes have re- 
ceived greater additions, I truſt, thereſore, that 
the harmony and good underſtanding which 
have hitherto ſubſiſted between the pariſhioners 
and the Mine companies, will not be interrupted 
by infinuations and attempts to produce diſcord, 
without the probability of advantage to any of 
the parties, 


I muſt not cloſe this letter, without wholly 
unburthening my mind. have ſeen your lets 
ter of the 5th of October, to the Churchwar- 
dens of Carnarvon; containing an inſidious ſtate- 
ment, if not a miſrepreſentation of facts, re- 
ſpecting my Lord Uxbridge. I do not know 
that his Lordſhip is informed of it : he has been 
in Staffordſhire ſome time, and I do not think 
the buſineis worth the trouble of writing to 
him. 


I certainly informed your Lordſhip, about four 
years ago, or * more, that Lord Uxbridge 
intended 
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intended to have the chapel of Carnarvon 
cleanſed and improved; and I ſhewed you a plan 
of the improvements: but you then obſerved, 
that your faculty was neceſſary; which circum- 
ſlance, together with your ſubſequent behaviour 
to his Lordihip, I believe, prevented his pro- 
ceeding: ſo that the neglect of proper repairs 
there, as well as at Amlwch, may be juſtly con- 
fidered as occaſioned by yourſelf, 


I am, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Humble ſervant; 
* T. WILLIAMS. 


Adelphi, London, Jan. 10, 1794. 


Me. Twomas Roosz and Mr. RonkRI Parry; 
Churchwardens of Amkhkuch. 


I AM informed ſince I left Angleſey, that the 
Biſhop lately wrote a letter to you, obſerving that 
any correſpondence between you and him reſpec- 
ting your church or any parochial matter what- 
ever would be improper, without the knowledge 
of the inhabitants in general, and therefore he 


defired you would take the firſt opportunity of 


laying his late letter to you before the veſtry. 
= as I wrote 
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I wrote to you ſo fully in my letter of the oth 
November, on the miſrepreſentations made re- 
ſpecting a ſuppoſed promiſe of a new church to be 
built at the expence of the Mine companies; that 
I need not trouble you further upon that ſubject. 
But to remove every poſſible doubt of the aſſiſ- 
| tance propoſed by the Mine companies, and to 
prove their determination to abide by it, I ſhall 
by this poſt ſend peremptory orders to Mr. John 
Price and Mr. William Hughes, to pay the ſum 
of ſix hundred pounds into the bank at Carnar- 
von, to be drawn for by you or your ſucceſſors, 
churchwardens of Amlwch, by order of veſtry, as 
occaſions may require, whenever it is determined 
that a new church is ig be built, or, that the old 
one is to be repaired. For, in either caſe, the 
companies ever have been, are ſtill, and always 
will be ready. to make good their profeſſions of 
aſſiſtance to the pariſh on that head made ſeven 
years ago. 


It is needleſs for me to obſerve to you, that the 
pariſhioners, at a veſtry held about the ſame time 
to conſider of their own ability to contribute to- 
wards a new church, declared they were able and 
willing to raiſe two hundred pounds by a tax on 
themſelves in two years; no doubt, they are ſtill 
of that opinion; however, I have taken frequent 
opportunities to intimate in the pariſh, that m 
cate eight hundred pounds ſhould be found not 

ſufficient 
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ſufficient to complete the propoſed new church, 
the Mine companies would not limit their bounty 
to the fix hundred pounds, but would advance as 
much more as ſhould be found neceſſary, rather 
than the pariſhioners ſhould be charged with more 


than they had declared themſelves able and willing 
to raiſe. ; 


I was myſelf alſo willing to give every perſonal 
aſſiſtance in my power to promote the under- 
taking; and I may now ſafely ſay, that, but for 
the dithculties met with from the Biſhop, the new 
church would long ſince have been completed. 
When he required a faculty to be taken out for 
it, though I thought # faculty unneceſſary, I 
could not conceive that he meant to annex any 
ſuch conditions to it as thoſe it contained when 
iſſued, and which completely diſconcerted the in- 


tentions of the pariſhioners as well as thoſe of the 
Mine companies. 


In ſhort, I cannot ſee how it is poſſible we can 
have a new church now, unleſs thoſe conditions 
are withdrawn; for which reaſon, and becauſe the 
old church certainly is not fit for the performance 
of divine worſhip, I would recommend to the 
next veſtry, to be held on this ſubject, to conſider 
the buſineſs ſeriouſly and fully, and make ſuch 
orders and reſolutions as they ſhall ſee right 

therein; but particularly that an application be 
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made to the Biſhop for a general faculty for the 
pariſhioners to repair .the old church or build a 


new one, NY to their ability and difcre- 
tion. 


To ſatisfy you that the fix hundred pounds is 
forthcoming from the Mine companies, I refer 
you to Mr. Price and Mr. Hughes, and am, 


Sirs, 
| Your fincere friend 
And humble ſervant; 
T. WILLIAMS, 


The Churchwardens, feeling and judging pro- 
perly on the ſubject of this controverfy, wrote an 
admonitory letter to the Biſhop; which cloſed their 
correſpondence; and of which the following is a 
correct copy. 


Amtwch, Dec. 3. 1793. 
Mr Lon p, | 

It is with great concern, we perceive that a 
| miſunderſtanding has taken place between your 
Lordſhip and the Mine companies, as it may pro- 


duce the moſt diſtreſsful conſequences to the pa- 
riſh of Amlych; 


— 
By 
— 
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By the letter we have received from Mr. Wil- 
Hams, a copy of which we ſend to your Lordſhip, 
you will ſee how your Lordſhip's charges are 
taken—and how much we are in danger of loſing 
the ſubſcription to the church, and having our 
pariſh heavily burthened. 


We can ſay nothing of private converſations — 
but we muſt declare, that from the firſt moment 
a new church has been ſpoke of, the proprietors 
of the Mines offered a moſt liberal ſubſcription 
but never mentioned any intention of wholly un- 
dertaking a new church. 


As to aſſeſſments and rates—they have always 
ſubmitted to and paid them with cheerfulneſs; 
except only in that late unfortunate inſtance, 
| where they were unlawfully charged, and beyond 
all reaſon. 


Though the general burthens of the pariſh pay 
appear heightened in your Lordſhip's opinion, 
they are by no means heightened in proportion to 
the inereaſed ability to bear them, produced by 
means of the Companies, through whoſe liberality 
we are ſo much and ſo happily ſaved, that not- 
withſtanding our increaſed population, our pariſh 
rates are far lower than thoſe of many other pa- 
Tiſhes in the iſland. 


We 
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We therefore hope, your Lordſhip will concur 
with our endeavors to diſcourage and fuppreſs all 
miſrepreſentations that may introduce difcord, 
where harmony has hitherto prevailed, and con- 
vert into enemies the beft and moſt generous 
friends of the pariſh of Amlweh. 


We are, my Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moft obedient 
Humble ſervants, 


THOMAS ROOSE, 
ROBERT PARRY. 


T, o Tromas Williams, Ei. 


Sin, 


WE the pariſhioners of the pariſh of Ae 
aſſembled at a veſtry, called by order of tne Right 
Rev. the Biſhop of Bangor, to take into conſi- 


deration the means of repairing or rebuilding the 


pariſh church, and a letter ſrom you being read, 
communicating your liberal and generous inten- 
tion, of ſubſcribing ſo nobly towards the building 
or repairing the ſaid pariſh church; beg leave ta 
return you our moſt fincere thanks, and pray that 
you will accept the ſame, with the reſolutions en- 
tered into by us, and preſented herewith, as the beſt 
teſtimony 
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teſtimony we have to offer of that 5 with 
which | 

We are, Sir, 

Your moſt obliged and grateful humble ſervants, 


The pariſhioners of Amkech by order of veſtry, 


Tromas Roos, 
RokkRT PARRx, Curcinwardens. 


THE following reſolutions of a full veſtry, com- 
poſed of the churchwardens and landholders of 
the pariſh of Amlwch, concluded the controverſy, 
completed the triumph of Mr. Williams, and 
will infallibly perpetuate the remembrance of his 
Lordſhip's miſconduct, and diſgrace. 


13th January, 1794. 


AT a veſtry held this day at Amlwch church, 
in conſequence of a letter from the Right Rev. 
the Biſhop of Bangor, Rector of the pariſh—to 
take into conſideration the means of repairing or 
rebuilding the church at Amlwch, the following 
reſolutions and opinions were agreed upon. 


I. AS a matter of regulation, and neceſſary to 
give validity to other reſolutions it is the de- 
termination of the veſtry, that no perſon ſhall 
interfere in its diſcuſſions, or vote on its reſolu- 
tions, who is not a land-proprietor, or who 
does not by the payment of rates and taxes con- 


tribute to the execution of ſuch reſolutions. 
L II. It 
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II. It is the opinion of this veſtry,that the pariſh- 
church of Amlwch ſhould be repaired or re- 
built, on a- plan ſuited to the circumſtances of 
the pariſh, and to the aſſiſtances it can obtain. 


III. It is the opinion of this veſtry, as it has been 
of the principal pariſhioners for ſeven years, 
that the utmoſt produce of a rate not oppreſſive 
to the pariſh, either for repairing or rebuilding 
the church, would be two hundred pounds, to 
be levied in two years; and the veſtry take this 
opportunity of lamenting that the liberal and 
generous offer of the Mine companies to ſub- 
ſcribe ſix hundred pounds for their aſſiſtance, 
ſhould be ſeven years, not only unaccepted, but 
involved in miſrepreſentation. 


IV. Reſolved, that a letter dated the 1oth in- 
ſtant, and addreſſed to the Churchwardens by 
Thomas Williams, Eſq. M. P. be read, and 
depoſited among the moſt valuable of the pa- 
riſh records—as a noble inſtance of magnaninty 
under fuch miſrepreſentations. 


Yo Reſolved unanimouſly —that the thanks of 
this veſtry, in the name of the pariſh, be con- 
veyed in a copy of theſe reſolutions, to the Right 
Hon. the Earl of Uxbridge, Thomas Williams 
Eſq. M. P. and the Rev. Edward Hughes—for 
their liberal donation of fix hundred pounds, 
for rebuilding, or repairing a church; and for 

g the kind intimation n given by them, 
that 
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that to prevent diſtreſs or inconvenience to the 
pariſh, they might not limit their generoſity to 
that ſum; the veſtry alſo diſclaim with abhor- 
"rence, all attempts to force meanings on this 
intimation, or to interpret it into an engage- 
ment to build a church at any expence. 

VI. Reſolved, that the authors of ſuch attempts 
are not real friends to the pariſh of Amlwch, as 
they might have reduced the pariſhioners to the 
neceſſity of repairing the church at their own 
expence, and deprived them of the poſſibility 
of having a new church, a 


VII. The generous ſubſcription of the Mine 
companies being at the diſpoſal of the pariſh of 
Amlwch, reſolved that an application be made 
to the Right Rev. the Biſhop of Bangor, to 
grant a general faculty, for repairing or re- 
building the church according to the ability of 
the pariſhioners, and the aſſiſtance they can 


obtain. 
Johx Price, ROBERT Evans, F 
WILLIAM Houcnes, Jonx WILLIAus, i 
Joxnaryan Roos E, Hucn RowLanD, 4 
RokERT PETTERS, Tho. CowzukNE, 1 
Hun JoxEs, STEPHEN Roos, 
Tuo. Roos, | Joun Owsn, | | 
WILLIAM Hucnss, ROBERT PARRx, | 1 
OwEN Owens, The mark R. R. of, ä 
JohN Hucnes, | RowLAND "Ont 


Davip Rog ERTs, G. PALMER. 1 
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FEW occaſions ariſe in which truth,  candour, 
and liberality are ſo effectually oppoſed to mean- 
neſs, arrogance, and duplicity as in the preceding 
caſe; it was therefore expected that the humili- 
ating event of his experiment on the Mine com- 
panies would, for ſome time at leaſt, have quieted 
the turbulent ſpirit of the headſtrong and miſ- 
guided Prelate; and prevented his further diſgrace, 
by interfering 1n the civil concerns of the county, 
in open violation of the laws and privileges of 
Parliament. 


But his total and irretrievable defeat at Amlwch 
having left him at liberty to beſtow more atten- 
tion on other objects, and having long and fre- 
quently declared © HE would bring in a member 
* for the county of Caernarvon, he called his con- 
fidants about him, and ordered. the immediate 
commencement of operations for that purpoſe. 
The Archdeacon of Merioneth, his chaplain, 
privy councellor, and chief agent in the execution 
of political manceuvres, was directed to write cir- 
cular letters to the clergy of the dioceſe, inform- 
ing them, © that an oppoſition being intended at 
ce the next election, it was eupected they would keep 
cc themſebves diſengaged.” Some of the anſwers to 
theſe letters pleaded prior engagements ; others, 
that the votes of the writers muſt go with their 
con- 
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conneclions, which happened to be in oppoſition 
to the intereſt favoured by the Biſhop. To ſuch 
anſwers, charges of ingratitude, threats, and re- 
proaches were returned, which ſerved only to ren- 
der his Lordſhip more odious, and his Chaplain 
more contemptible. The expreſſions of the Biſhop 
on theſe ſubjects were extremely violent. The 
. inſolence of his clergy, in daring to have an 
Opinion of their own in an election was a pe- 
© culiar inſtance, he ſaid, of ingratitude, for that 
jn every other dioceſe the clergy voted with the 
„ Biſhop; and if ey, who intended to vote 
* againſt his wiſhes, conſidered their intereſt it 
© would be better for them, for he ſhould cer- 
„ tainly prefer thoſe only who were grateful to him.” 


The Rector of Bodvean, who had received one 
of the Archdeacon's letters, being embarraſſed be- 
tween his wiſhes to oblige the Biſhop and the ne- 
ceſſity of yielding to the more juſt and powerful 
claims of his connections, defired a friend to re- 
preſent to the Biſhop, that © he conſidered him- 
„ ſelf a child of the Glynn family, and therefore 
could not do otherwiſe than vote for Lord New- 
* borough.” The Biſhop ſullenly anſwered, * that 
© he ought to vote with him in preference to Lord 
«© Newborough, for he had given him a good living. 


I have before me many of the Archdeacon's 
letters to the ſame purpoſe, but varying a little ac- 
cording 
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cording to the perſons to whom they were addreſſ- 
ed; for inftead of ſaying they were expefed to 
keep themſelves diſengaged, he ſays, in ſome in- 
ſtances, atter intimating the intended oppoſition, 
] am requeſted by one to whoſe wiſhes I am al- 
& ways anxious to pay attention, to beg the favour 
« of you to keep yourſelf perfectly diſengaged.” — 
If the diſſolution of Parliament ſhould take 
e place ſooner than is expected, you may be aſ- 
5 ſured [ will let you know in good time the way 
in which your ſupport will be moſt acceptable; 
© and if you can procure any other votes beſides 
your own, it will be ſtill more agreeable. 


(Signed) J. ROBERTS.” 


But the Biſhop, intoxicated with his elevation 
and the novelty of power, has not in all caſes acted 
by proxy, though ſuch was at firſt his intention ; 
not indeed from motives of delicacy or propriety, 


but from a conſciouſneſs that the intemperance of 


his paſſions (which on the ſmalleſt oppoſition to his 
will, betray him into the moſt extravagant and out- 
rageous acts) diſqualified him for all the offices of an 
electioneering canvas. But though ſecond thoughts 
may be ſometimes beſt, his Lordſhip would have 
acted witely in adhering to his firſt reſolution. — 
He per/onally acquainted Mr. Owen, © that he 
© came into the country with a full intention to 
* make his ſituation more comfortable, and was 
“ perfectly determined to give him another living, 

« but 


* 


* 
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& but as he refuſed to vote according to his wiſhes, 
& he had nothing to expect; and that he muſt be 
ready in the March twelve-month following to 
* refide on his living.“ * 


Numerous inſtances of a ſimilar kind, which 
would extend this Appendix to an unreaſonable 
treſpaſs on the reader's patience, might be ſtated 
in proof of the Biſhop's interference in the election 
of members of Parliament. 1 ſhall, however, ter- 
minate theſe narratives of indecencies and crimes 
with a ſhort, but authentic account of a tranſac- 
tion between his Lordſhip and the Deputy Re- 
giſter, which applies irreſiſtibly in ſupport of the 
charge here exhibited, and which is at preſent the 
ſubject of general converſation and curioſity 
throughout the dioceſe of Bangor. 


In February 1792, on the deceaſe of the Deputy 
Regiſter, who was alſo the Biſhop's chief agent, and 
had been appointed to the Deputy Regiſterſhip, 
when the preſent Archbiſhop of Canterbury was in 


the ſee of Bangor, the Biſhop ſent for Mr. Grindley, 


and having appointed him his chief agent, offered 
him the office of Deputy Regiſter under his ne- 
phew, + the Regiſter, on the terms agreed upon 
between the late Deputy and the Archbiſhnp, which 
was the payment, he ſaid, of one hundred pounds 
a-year to the Regiſter. 


And a proſecution is expected if he fl:ould not reſide. 
+ This nephew was a ininor, and is now under the guardian- 


ſhip of Dr. Monro, | 3 
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Mr. Grindley, who knew the value of the 
othce, and thought he had ſeen. ſome reaſons to 
doubt the veracity, of the Biſhop, declined accept- 
ing it, till his Lordſhip defcended gradually, like a 
jockey in the ſale of a horſe, to ſeventy. pounds 
per annum, which Mr. Grindley agreed to pay, and 
was accordingly appointed. 


When the papers of his predeceſſor came into 
his hands, he found his agreement with the Arch- 
biſhop, by which 1t appeared that the ſtipulation 
which the Biſhop had frequently and ſolemnly de- 
clared to have been a hundred pounds per an- 
num was only ſixty, 


Though Mr. Grindley reluctantly ſubmitted to be 
thus defrauded, it was certainly of ſome benefit to 


him, confidering his fituation with the Biſhop, to be 


ſo early informed how far he might depend on his 
Lordſhip's honour .and regard to truth. He mo- 
ralized, though a Lawyer, on the effect of ſuch a 
foible in the prelate. But it may he hopedthis 1s not a 
caſe in which the people of his dioceſe areexpected 
to be influenced by the example of their Biſhop. 


In October 1795, when the Biſhop was on the 
point of leaving the country, he obſerved to Mr. 
Grindley that the general election was drawing 
near; that a conteſt for the county of Caernarvon 
was expected; and as he had conſiderable con- 

| | nections 
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nections in the county, his Lordſhip had the ap- 
farent goodneſs to ſay, that he would not dęſire him 
to take any part in it that might be diſagreeable or 
prejudicial to him, for that he had a wife and family, 
and ought to do the beſt he could for himſelf and them. 
'The Deputy Regiſter was not ſufficiently a cour- 
tier to penetrate the purpoſe of his patron. The 
Biſhop was, at that time, acquainted with his 
having received a retaining fee in favour of Sir 
Robert Williams, for it had been delivered in his 
Lordſhip's preſence. 


In a ſubſequent converſation, the Biſhop in- 
formed Mr. Grindley that Lord Newborough 
would probably become a candidate, and adviſed 
him, as he held a lucrative place under his Lord- 
ſhip, to make an offer of his ſervices ; and in a let- 
ter from Oxford, dated the 24th of November, 
1794, he writes thus: “ As Lord Newborough 
“ has now declared himſelf, it will be adviſeable 
« for you to return the retaining fee and give Lord 
« Newborough all the aſſiſtance you can; as to my 
« wiſhes they are not known; and whenever I make 
cc them known, you are ſtill to act without any regard 
« to them, as I mean to leave you to purſue ſuch a 
«© courſe as may enable you to ſhow your gratitude, 
© and be of ſervice to you in the line of your pro- 


„ feſſion.” 


M Loro 
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Lord Newborough had not uſed the means to 
engage the Biſhop : they were ſoon employed by 
another perſon. 


The following extra is made from a letter, 
written by the Biſhop to Mr. Grindley, from 
Ruſcombe, dated the 4th of September, 1795.— 
As ſoon as the preſent member for Caernarvon 
vas convicted of a certain immoral act at Wor- 
*« ceſter, I determined to withdraw my countenance 
from him, though I [mentioned my intention at 
e that time to no one.” 


Lord Newborough, about two years ago, 
« mentioned to me his deſign of offering himſelf 
& for the county ; to which I made ſuch an anſwer 
c“ as could induce his Lordſhip to entertain no 
expectations either one way or the other; and 
& about a year ago I was informed by the be/# 
& authority, that he had altered his mind, and did 
“not intend to offer himſelf for the county; and 


Lord Penrhyn having been a very obliging 


« neighbour, and being a friend to Adminiſtration, 
ec and in all reſpects well qualified to be a good 
% member of Parliament, I have declared my 
5 wiſhes to be in favour of him; and I was ſur- 
« priſed to find, from a letter which J very lately 
* received from Lord Newborough, that his Lord- 
* * had changed his mind again, and was go- 
"Y is ing 
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« ing to canvas the county, and defired my ſup- 
« port. He defired alſo that I would permit * 
310 n him in his canvas. 


* To the firſt I have anſwered very clearly, 

« that aſter the promiſe I had made to Lord 

* Penrhyn L muſt ſupport him, and give him all 
my intereſt, whatever it may chance to be, and 

as the ground of my oppoſition to the preſent 

«© member is very good, and /uch as a Brjhop 

4 * ought to take, who ought to diſcourage vice and 
« immorality in all places, — e clergy, if they 

& behave as "they ought, will comply with my wiſhes 

„ to @ man. 


I could not help lamenting to his Lordſhip, 
dete that I was ſorry to hear he had changed his 
«© mind, and hinted that the dividing the intereſt 
« of himſelf and Lord Penrhyn would give the 
&© member great advantage; and this being the 
© caſe, nothing would begame more agrecable to 
« me than to hear that Lord Penrhyn and Lord 
« Newborough were united; and I wiſh it was 
c in your power to effect ſuch an union. An 
e oppoſition is of all things moſt diſagreeable, and 
« nothing is ſo likely to ſtop it as to unite the two | 
« Caernarvonſhire Lords. | | 


“that you ſhould accompany him on his canvas, 


« With. reſpe& to Lord Newborough's requeſt [ 
| 

M 2 can | 

| 
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%] can only obſerve, as I did to his Lordſhip, 
* that as you are my principal confidential officer 
6 1t would bc more agreeable to me to have you 
act in concert with my wiſhes upon this occa- 
te ſion, provided that you took any part; but till, 
as you have a wife and large family, and your 
e ſucceſs in life depended upon your profeſſion, I 
e told his Lordſhip I ſhould leave that matter en- 
| &« tirely. to him, and ſhould not be offended what- 
= | 6e ever his determination might be. 


© A notion prevails that you have ſome in- 
„ fluence with Lord Newborough, and if you 
could perſuade him to lay aſide his defign of 
offering himſelf as a candidate, you would do his 
* Lordſhip a great piece of ſervice, and for which 
he would in the end be very thankful to you.” 


This letter 1s written in the true ſtyle and ſpirit 
of an electioneering prelate, which may be de- 
fined a dignified petty-fogger, whoſe ſpirit of venal 
ambition or unprincipled intrigue is covered by 
ſacerdotal lawn. | 


In a few days after his arrival at Bangor he 
called on Mr. Grindley at Glynn, where he was 
ſo ill as to be confined to his bed. The Biſhop 
inquired, not into his ſoul's health, but how 
matters ſtood reſpecting the election ; — ſaid it 
would be very diſagreeable to him, as Mr. Grind- 

ley 


F 
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ley was his principal and confidential officer, if he 
ſhould act contrary to his wiſhes, Grindley felt 
his fituation from the fluctuating views of a petty 
deſpot, and was ſilent, His Lordſhip proceeded 
to inform him, without compunction or ſhame, 
that he had given his intereſt to Lord Penrhyn, 
and had been very /ucce/s/ul in gelling votes for 
him ; more ſo indeed than he could ever have ex- 
pected, He even deſired Mr, Grindley would diſ- 


ſuade Lord Newborough from ſlanding for the 


county; not to canvas for him; and to do all in 
his power to induce him to join Lord Peurhyn. 
Having exhauſted his powers of eloquence in 
preſſing upon the /e and filent man, the duty, — 
not of repentance, as might have been expected 
from a Biſhop ; not of faith in the mercies of God: 
but that of quitting the path of honour, —facrificing 
the intereſts of his family, —and betraying the 
cauſe he was pledged to ſupport: he departed 
without making any change in the diſpoſition or 
determination of the patient ; but that of heighten- 
ing his deteſtation of a prelate, who could cover 
with the garb of religion, a mind ſo diſtempered, 
ſo diſhonorable, and 1o vicious. 


As ſoon as Mr. Grindley was ſufficiently re- 
covered to venture abroad, he waited on the Biſhop 
at Bangor, who received him with unuſual cool- 
neſs; told him he was informed he had been pri- 

| vately 
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vately retained for Sir Robert Williams, and was 
doing every thing in his power to bring Lord 
New borough over to join him; adding, if that 
were true, he ſhould think very ill of Mr. Grindley. 


When buſineſs called him to Bangor, the 
Biſhop never failed to reproach him with acting 
contrary to his wiſhes reſpecting the election; fre- 
quently preſſed him to give up Lord New- 
borough, and to withdraw himſelf from the 
Earl of Uxbridge. Mr. Grindley remonſtrated 
againſt the unreaſonableneſs of thoſe propoſitions, 
and reminded him, though with little effect, of 
his unſolicited promiſe to leave him at liberty to 
act in the election as gratitude to his benefactor, 


a regard to the intereſt of his wife and family, or 


even as his own inclinations ſhould ſuggeſt. The 
Biſhop, who had never intended that any of his 
connections ſhould act independently, would 
liſten to nothing ſhort of a full compliance with his 
wiſhes; and in their laſt converſation on the ſub- 
ject, he aſſured Mr. Grindley, if a coalition ſhould 
take place between Lord Newborough and the 
Angleſea party, he ſhould attribute it to him, and 
to him only. 


But the cle tion was not the only ſubject on 
which he expreſſed his diſpleaſure. He had ſre- 


quently importuned Mr. Grindley to takethe ne- 
ceſſary 
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ceſſary ſteps for carrying into execution his wiſh 


and determination to aſſeſs the proprietors of the 


Amlwch copper mines to the poor rates, in which 
he pretended to be affured of ſucceſs; having con- 
ſulted Lord Kenyon upon it; who had told him, 
as he affirmed, if the queſtion were brought be- 
fore the Court of King's Bench, the proprietors of 
the mines, notwithſtanding the determination of 
Lord Mansfield, ſhould pay the rates. 


Mr. Grindley defired to be excuſed, as it was a 
bufineſs in which he could not be concerned. 
This, among other acts of diſobedience to his 
Lordſhip's commands, furniſhed perpetual occa- 
ſions of crimination. 


To extricate himſelf from a ſituation in which 
he was inceſſantly teaſed, haraſſed, and inſulted 
by a paſſionate and deſpicable tyrant, he deter- 
mined to' reſign his agency under him; and, on 


the 2d of January, 1796, wrote to the Biſhop to 


that effect. | 


A few days afterwards, while attending on bu- 


ſineſs at Glynn, the ſeat of Lord Newborough, a 


letter was brought to him from his clerk in the 
Regiſter Office at Bangor, with an account that 
the Biſhop had demanded the Chancellor's ſeals, 
the largeſt of which he had ſent; the other was not 

in 
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in his cuſtody. Directions were conſequently diſ- 


patched by Mr. Grindley to the clerk, to be on his 
guard, leſt the Biſhop ſhould get poſſeſſion of the 
office; which he ſoon attempted by'ſending for the 
key. Diſappointed inthis effort to effect his purpoſe 
by ſurprize, he addreſſed a letter to Mr. Grindley on 
the 6th of January, at Tregamedd, requeſting 


the key by the bearer, or that ſome perſon might 


be directed to deliver it to him the next morning 
at ten o'clock. The meſſenger was informed, 
Mr. Grindley was attending the election at Beau- 
maris, and the Biſhop's letter (if he did not return 
that evening) would be forwarded to him early 
the next morning. Mr. Grindley did not return 
that evening; the letter, therefore, was ſent to 
him, and an anſwer returned to the Biſhop on the 
next day; in which he declined giving up the 
office, as he farmed it from Mr. Gunning, under 
an agreement ſanctioned by his Lordſhip, at 


ſeventy pounds a year. 


He was obliged, a few hours after he had diſ- 
patched his letter, to go to Bangor, where he 
learned on his arrival, that his office had been 
broken open te night before, by the Biſhop's 
Houſe-ſteward, affiſted by his blackſmiths and 
carpenter. Mr. Grindley thereupon went to the 
palace, accompanied by his clerk. 


Aſter 
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After tranſacting ſome official buſineſs with the 
Biſhop, he ue him if he was privy to the out- 
rage committed the preceding night at the Re- 
giſter's office? I's L ordſhip ſaid it was done by 
his direction; aud that Mr. Grindley ſhould go 
there no more — J e Deputy replied, he had 
a right to go there, and would afſert his right. 
The Biſhop threatened, if he uſed force, to put 
him into the hands of a magiſtrate. Mr, Grind- 
ley anſwered the menace with a contemptuous 
laugh, and wiſhed him a good day. The Biſhop 
followed him to the door, and attempted in an 
angry manner to detain him. Mr. Grindley, 
however, retired; and in half an hour re- 
ceived a paper {igned by the Biſhop, contain- 
ing a revocation of his aſſent to Mr. Grind- 
ley's appointment -to the office of Deputy Re- 
giſter. | Z 


Mr.Grindley immediately diſpatched a meſſenger 
to his houſe in Angleſey, requiring two of his clerks 
to attend, with a blackſmith and two or three other 
perſons, having proper implements to force open 
the door of the Regiſter's office; and to bring 
with them a brace of piftols, with powder and 
ſhot. This party, agreeable to his orders, arrived 
the next morning about ten o'clock, and proceeded 
with alacrity to the ſcene of action. The noiſe 
occaſioned by their attack on the out-works 

N (which 
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(which were ſoon carried) alarmed the eentinels 
of the enemy. A large detachment of eccleſiaſtical 


| beef-eaters and mutton-eaters, iſſued from the pa- 


lace, with an evident intention to interrupt the 
operations of the party of General Grindley; but 


the general, whoſe preſence of mind never fails 


him, extricated his little band from the impending 
danger by preſenting an wnloaded piſtol at the 
breaſt of the governor's houſe ſteward who led the 


detachment; commanding him to retire, or to 


prepare for inſtant death. The whole party, be- 
ing ſtruck with a panic by the appearance of the 
tremendous piſtol, took to their heels; and before 
they collected ſufficient courage to rally, the ge- 
neral had removed every impediment ta his entry ; 
and was ſo well fortified when they returned to 


the charge, that he found himſelf in a condition 


to maintain his poſt in defiance of any force the 


enemy could bring againſt it. 


The Biſhop, as chief governor, being appriſed 
of this act of rebellion, ſoon appeared, and ſum- 
moned Grindley to ſurrender: after a ſhort parley, 
Grindley (conſcious of his ſuperiority in ſkill and 
courage, though vaſtly inferior in numbers) having 
loaded his piſtols, diſpoſed his followers in ſuch a 
manner as to give them every poſſible advantage; ; 


and having, aſter the example of Cæſar and other 
celebrated warriors, animated them by an addreſs 


ſuitable 
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ſuitable to the occaſion, he admitted the Biſhop 
with a numerous train of his houſhold, re-inforced 
by numbers, rag, tag, and bob-tail, from the 
town of Bangor. The Biſhop, conſidering his 
admittance as an error in tactics, and that he had 
made a lodgment in the works of the enemy, com- 
manded Grindley, with the frantic air of a Coſ- 


ſack, to ſurrender the fortreſs; which he pofi- | 


tively but coolly refuſed, and declared he would 
keep poſſeſſion of it, as he had a right to do, at 
any hazard; but would otherwiſe treat his Lord- 
ſhip with all due reſpec, even though he diſgraced 


his character with the fury of a demoniac. This 


ſevere reproof might have produced a parley and 
armiſtice, but for the haſty and hoſtile appearance 
of the chaplain, Doctor Owen,—and Mr. Wil- 
liams, curate of Llanwnda. The Biſhop, almoſt 
ſuFocated with rage, cried out to the chaplain, 
« Grindley is armed with piſtols!” The chaplain, 
who had lately read the account of Sir David 
Gam and Henry V. threw himſelf between the 
Biſhop and the Deputy Regiſter, imploring him, 
if determined on uſing his piſtol, which he knew 
to be unloaded, to ſhoot him. Grindley ſaid he 
had too much conſideration for his creditors to 
ſend him out of the world in ſuch a hurry: though 
he had no doubt the operation would be per- 
formed ere long by himſelf, with a more ignoble 
inſtrument. T he chaplain, not liking the ten- 
7 * of the ſubject, artfully ſhifted it by point- 
N 2 ing 
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ing to the perſons who attended the Deputy Re- 


giſter, aſking him “ if thoſe ill-looking ruffians 


« were aſſaſſins? and where was the ſecurity for 


the papers lodged in the office, which were of 


x great value to the country, when he had ſuch 
« fellows attending him?” He was anſwered, 
that ſhaving and dreſſing would remove the ob- 
jections to their countenances, but no ſhaving and 
dreſſing would aftect the deformities which felfiſh, 
mean, and vicious diſpoſitions had idelibly | 


ſtamped on his viſage; and not one of them would 
endure the inſult of having their characters com- 


pared with that of the Biſhop's chaplain. The 
choleric prelate, unable under theſe indirect in- 
vectives to reſtrain himſelf, (though paſſion de- 
prived him of the power of utterance) raved, 
ſtamped, ſhook his fiſt, and grinned horribly at 
the Deputy Regiſter, to the great diverſion of the 
crowd in his own train, which by this time was 
very numerous. 'T his ſcene might have continued 


much longer, but the Biſhop determining ſuddenly 


to diſpoſſeſs Grindley of the office, laid hold of 
one of his piquets, in order to ſeize his poſt; the 
man adviſed the Biſhop civilly, but in Welch, to 
be quiet and let him alone. The Biſhop, not 


having the giſt of tongues, miſtook his tone for 
that of ſubmiſſion, and ſcized him by the collar : “ 


the 


* The Regiſter-office being part of the Cathedral, and all this 
ſcene of indecent violence having occurred in the office and in 
| the 
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the Welch blood of the ſentinel was rouſed, —he 
firſt thought of laying the boxing prelate at his 
feet, but his native ſuperſtition checked him, and 
he contented himſelf with giving his Lordſhip a 
Welch ſqueeze by the hand; at which he bellowed 
aloud: and when releaſed, was ſo frightened at 
the man's indignant look, that he exclaimed to 
' thoſe around him, he was in danger by remaining 
near him; and intreated them to exert ſo much 
valor as to turn him out; but no hand was lifted up 
to his aſſiſtance, not even that of his eccleſiaſtical 
Sancho, who profeſſed ſuch readineſs but a few 
minutes before to ſtand between him and death. 


While the Biſhop was in this dilemma, a 
Juſtice of the Peace, attended by a conſtable, 
made his appearance; and was defired by his 
Lordſhip to do his duty. The Juſtice, a reſpec- 
table clergyman, exclaimed to Mr. Grindley, 
what in God's name 1s the matter! Mr. G. an- 
ſwered, he did not know;—the Biſhop, he faid, 
and his chaplain, had entered' the office in a 
Tiotous and tumultuous manner, with a mob at 


their heels. If they had any buſineſs with him, 


the church- yard, on conſecrated ground, the Biſhop's clenching 
his fiſts and collaring the Welchman are crimes of a ſacrilegious 
+ nature.—If a Layman ſtrike another on holy ground his arm is 


forfeited. Why ſhould a Biſhop collar a poor Welchman with 
impunity ? | 


he 
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he was ready to diſpatch it; if not, he (the Juſtice) 
ought to do his duty as the Biſhop defired, by 


reading the Riot Act, and turning them all out; 


Whether this proceeding would have taken 
place or not, the writer of the narrative 1s unable 
to inform his readers; .for the further interference 
of the magiſtrate was prevented by the entrance of 
Mrs. Warren and two other ladies; who ap- 
pearcd to be greatly diſtreſſed and mortified by 
the outrageous and indecent behaviour of the Bi- 


ſhop. 


In the military diſcomfitures of Enceas, Vir- 
gil makes Venus interpoſe; and Minerva often 


extricates the ſon of Ulyſſes: but thoſe goddeſſes 


were not wives. It is the peculiar glory of the mi- 
litary prelate of Bangor to be reſcued in battle by 
his wife. Aſſiſted by the other ladies, the furious 
Biſhop was intreated to retire, but he neither 
regarded their tears or intreaties: nor could 
they get a ſyllable from him, but that / He,” 
pointing to Mr. Grindley, © has a piſtol in his 
“ pocket, has threatened to ſhoot me, and has 
* ſerved me with a writ for five hundred pounds.” 
Mr. Grindley had, indecd, put a ſlip of paper or 
parchment into the Biſh»p's hand, which he de- 
fired him to read; declaring that he would try 


whether ſuch outrages were to be committed with 


impunity; and whiſpering ſomething about the 
2 = ſherifil 
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ſheriff, and an appearance, which was not diſ- 
tinctly heard. 


Mrs. Warren being unable to prevail on the 
Biſhop by perſuaſion, or by any perſcnal exertion 
to force him to retire, though ſhe had withdrawn 
him from the ſuppoſed danger of Grindley's piſtol, 
requeſted the aſſiſtance of ſome of the company, 
and in ſpite of his efforts to refiſt, dragged him 
away. It is faid, he loſt a coat ſleeve, and one 
fide of his ſhort caſſock, in this memorable affray. 
The clergy, and the reſt of the rabble who at- 
tended him, very ſoon diſperſed, and left the 
Deputy Regiſter in quiet poſſeſſion of the field of 
battle. 


Theſe facts are ſtated, and theſe narratives 
given, to collect into one view, the arts of in- 
trigue, chicanery, venality, injuſtice and violence, 
which form the general tiſſue of the life and con- 
verſation of the Biſhop of Bangor. 


In times of leſs hazard to the public peace, this 
pamphlet would have been publiſhed. In this 
period, it may be proper to confine it to private 
circulation, as an antidote-to the poiſon diffuſed 
through the dioceſe, by his converſation and ex- 
ample. 

| If 


ip 0 AEN DNC. 1 5 
i II it ſhould induce the Biſhop, either to reform - 4 
or to withdraw, the purpoſe of the author will be; 
anfwered. If not—ſome meaſures of more ſeve- 
rity, mu} and ſhall: be inflicted 6, nl 
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